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S I have often employed my Pen in 
explaining the true Intereſt, and 


; 4 \ aſſerting the juſt Rights of my 


Country, againſt Miniſierial Writers, and 
Miniſterial Meaſures ; and as I ſhall always 
think it both my Honour and Duty to do fo, 
as often as I have the Misfortune to think it 
neceſſary, I could not look with Indifference 
upon a vile Attempt lately made in the Ga- 
zetteer, to juſtify the French joining with 
Spain againſt us in the preſent War. The 
Gazetteer J mean is that of September the 
29th, in which is inſerted, what is there cal- 
led the Extract of a Letter from Paris, tho I 
am convinced that it was, like moſt of the 
other political foreign Letters, publiſhed in 
our News-Papers, forged upon the Miniſte- 
rial Anvil ſet up in this Kingdom, or upon 
ſome ſuch Anvil lately ſet up Abroad; and 
that it was publiſh'd here, with a Deſign to 
convince the People of this Kingdom, that. 
we can attempt to make no Conqueſts upon 

A Spain 


| {9 -/ 1 
Spain in the V eſi-Indies, without giving 
Frunce a Right to declare againſt us. 

As this Gazetteer has probably, long before 
this Time, incurred the general Fate of all 
the Pamphlets and Papers that come from the 
| ſame Quarter, and may not therefore be now 
eaſily met with, I ſhall beg leave to tranſcribe 
this Letter entire, that the French Agents and 
Advocates here may have no Reaſon to fay, 
J have miſrepreſented the Arguments they 
make uſe of. 


The Extract of this Letter, as publiſh'd here, 


was as follows, vis. 
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Extract of a Letter from Paris, Sep. 19th. 


There is not a Method which the Cardi- 
nal de Fleury has not try'd, nor an Effort 
which he has not made, amicably to divert 
the Engliſb from directing their formidable 
Armaments againſt the Spaniſb Dominions in 
America. His Eminency declar'd a hundred 
times to my Lord Waldegrave, that as Great- 
Britain could not execute her Deſigns upon 
Spaniſſ America, without doing an infinite 
Prejudice to France and her Subjects, his 
moſt Chri/tian Majeſty would be indiſpenſa- 
bly oblig'd to oppoſe the Execution of it, and 
that moreover, as ſhe was Guarantee of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, ſhe would be oblig'd to 
take care of the Preſervation of the Spaniſb 


Dominions, and of the Balance of Power in 
thoſe 


(' 34) 


thoſe Parts, which was inſeparable from it, 
in order at the fame time to protect the law- 
ful Commerce of all Nations in the Spa- 
niſb Dominions in America, But fo far were 
thoſe Remonſtrances from having the Effect 
which was hop'd for, that England only ha- 
ſten'd and increas'd her Armaments the more, 
declaring publickly, that they were deſign'd 
W againſt Spaniſh America; which has oblig'd 
che King at length to ſend his Fleets to that 
W Country, purſuant to the Declarations made 
by his Eminence to the Britiſb Miniſter. 
However, the Commadores of thoſe 
WW Squadrons are order'd to commit no Hoſtility 
Nagainſt either of the two Powers at War, and 
only to hinder them from making Conqueſts 
upon one another, and from turning things 
out of their preſent Channel. At this Jun- 
cure our Court could not act more wiſely or 
uſtly, ſince tis neither for the Advantage nor 
Diſadvantage of one of the two Powers at War 
more than of the other; and ſince the King, 
by exerting his utmoſt to diſcharge the En- 
gagement he is under as Guarantee of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, prevents any Innovation 
in the Syſtem of the New World, and keeps 
things there on the Footing they ought to be 
for the common Benefit of all the Nations 
trading in America. Twas not poſſible to 
0 contrive any other Method for equally an- 
0 ſwering all thoſe important Ends, and ſo well 
n adapted tor reſtoring Peace; eſpecially if the 
| A2 other 
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other Powers concern'd as well as we in this 
publick Cauſe do not delay to ſecond the 
cifick Intentions of his Majeſty. If the 12 
midable Armaments of the ag againſt 
America were to have been let go without any 
Diſpoſitions to obſerve them, and to check Wil 
their Deſigns, it might have been in theit 
Power to have ſeiz'd thoſe vaſt Dominion, 
of which when once they had been the Ma- 
ſter, it would have been a difficult Taſk to 
have diſpoſſeſs d them, and till more difli-W 
cult to have perſuaded them to have given 
them up by a Treaty of Peace, any more than 
they did the other Conqueſts formerly made 
by them in that Country, or thoſe which 
they made from Spain in Europe. The Rea. 
ſon which induc'd France, England, and Ho. 
land to guarantee the Spani/h Poſſeſſions in 
America at the Treaty of Utrecht has ſubſiſtedif 
hitherto, and does ſo ſtill; it being a Reaſon 
conſiſtent with the common Benefit of the 
Nations intereſted in the Commerce ; which 
would ceaſe to be common the Moment that 
it ſhould paſs from the Hands of the Spaniard 
to thoſe of the Engliſh.” 


From this Letter it appears, that his ml 
Chriſtian Majeſty has now openly declared 
that hewill not permit us to take from the 
Spaniards any Part of their Dominions in 
America, and that he has ſent his Squadron: 
into thoſe Seas to join with the Spaniards in 
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epelling us, in ce we ſhould make any ſuch 
attempt; and at the ſame time to protect the 
or. Cf Commerce of all Nations in the Spaniſh 
at Domi nions in America. By theſe laſt Words 
Ve may ſee, that the French mean ſomething 
more than protecting the Spaniſh Dominions 
Win America; they likewiſe mean to protect 
che lawful Commerce of all Nations in thoſe 


his 
2 


la-. Dominions: That is to ſay, if the Court 
to of SHain ſhould give Licence to a French Ship, 
F. or Fleet of French Ships, to carry on the Trade 
en between their Dominions in Europe and thoſe. 
an in America, we muſt not pretend to interrupt 
them. Thus we are in a pretty Situation; 


Spain has inſulted and plunder'd us for theſe 
twenty Vears; we have at laſt moſt juſtly 
declared War; but France now comes and 
tells us, We muſt carry this War on in ſuch a 
Manner alone, as may enable Spain to do us 
great Injury, without being hable to receive 
any Injury from us; for this will be the Caſe, 
if we muſt neither attack their Dominions at 
Land, nor interrupt any neutral Veſſel that 
ſhall be employed in carrying on a Trade be- 
_ one part of their Dominions and ano- 
ther. 

Is this a Declaration that any Miniſter of 
England could hear with Patience? Is it a 
Law or Rule of War that any Britiſb Subject 
can ſubmit to, as long as he has Money in 
his Purſe, or Vigour in his Nerves? It is a 
moſt haughty, a moſt contemptuous Decla- 
ration; 


(66) 
ration; and if it was mad as inſinuated in 
this Letter, before the Sailing of the Free 
Squadrons, I am ſure we ought to have been 
ready, as we had it in our Power, to hav 
| ſunk every Ship of them as ſoon as they 

launch d out into the open Sea. | 

But now let us examine into the Argu- 

ments advanc'd by our Frenchify'd Gazetteer 
for this French Declaration. The Chief of 
them are, That his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
as Guarantee F the Treaty af Utrecht, is ob- 
liged to take Care of the Preſervation of the 
Spaniſh Dominions; and of the Balance of 
Power in thoſe Parts, which is inſeparable 
from it, in order at the fame Time to protect; 
the lawful Commerce of all Nations in the 
Spanith Dominions in America. 

That as Great- Britain could not execute her 

Defigns upon Spanith America, without doing 
an infinite Prejudice to France and her Suk 
jects, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty would be in- 
Aiſpenſably oblig'd to oppoſe the Execution of 
thoſe Dejigns. And, 

That, as the Commodores of their Squadrons 
had Orders to commit no Hoſtility againſt 
either of the Two Powers at War, and onhy 
to hinder them from making Conqueſt; upon one 
another, and from turning Things out of their 
preſent Chamiel ; they could not act more wiſely 
or juſtly, ſince it was neither for the Advan- 
tage or Diſadvantage of one of the two Powers 
at War, more than of the other ; and ſince 

F their 
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eir King, by exerting his utmoſt to diſcharg# 
e Engagemennts he was under as Guarantee. 
be Treaty of Utrecht, prevented any Inno- 
ation in the Syſtem of the New World; and 
pt Things there on the  Footing they ought to 
for the common Benefit of all the Nations 
rading in America. | 
Theſe Arguments I ſhall examine -in the 
Order I have placed them; and with ref; 
o the firſt muſt obſerve, that the King of 
rance is no more a Guaranty of the Treaty 
f Utrecht, than any of the other Parties Con- 
actors in that Treaty. But ſuppoſe he were, 
he Obligation that ariſes from the moſt ex- 
dreſs and folemn Guaranty, can never take 
Place, but when the Party guarantied is un- 
ſtly attacked. This is a Maxim in all 
uaranties, and is not only founded in com- 
10n Senſe, but confirmed by the Opinion 
f cvery Author that has ever wrote any thing 
pon the Subject, To engage in an unjuſt 
ar, or to ſupport or defend a Nation in the 
arrying on of ſuch a War, is what no Na- 
ion can be obliged to do by any Alliance, 
uaranty or Engagement, that can be en- 
tered into. In all Wars, where one Man or 
Nation may be oblig'd to engage for the Sake 
another, the famous Gratius in his Rights 
of Peace and War, lays it down as a Maxim, 
ad injuſta Bella nullam eſſe Obligationem*, No 
Engagement 
* Grotius de Jure Belli & Pacis, Lib. 1. Cap. 3. Parag. 23. 


Subd. 2. Lib. 2. Cap. 15. Parag. 13. Subd. 1. Cap. 25. 
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Engagement can oblige us to enter. into an un 
fuſt War. This he makes a Condition in an 
Ally's being oblig'd to aſſiſt his Ally: Thi 
he makes a Condition in a Vaſſal or Tenant} 
being oblig'd to aſſiſt his Lord: Nay, this hk 
makesa Condition in a Subjects being oblig i 
to aſſiſt his Sovereign. = 

Now, as none of our domeſtick Fremd 
Advocates, nor even the French themſelvelW 
have as yet ſaid, that the War is on our PA 
unjuſt, I muſt therefore conclude, that h 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty is no way oblig'd, H 
his having been a Guarantee of the Treaty dl 
Utrecht, to aſſiſt or defend Spain in the pr 
ſent War; but that on the contrary, hei 
oblig'd to aſſiſt this Nation in compellin 
the Spaniards to make Satisfaction for th 
many open, direct, and notorious Breache 
they have committed, with reſpect to us, fi 
that ſolemn Treaty, and to give us the moi 
indubitable Security againſt their commit 
ting the like in Time to come. 

As to the 2d Argument advanced by thi 
Frenchified E "ng iſh Advocate, I cannot pre: 
tend to ſay, what Deſigns we may have, 0 
whether we have any or no, upon & 

niſh America ; but this I will fay, that wt 
ought to have form'd and prepar'd for ſuch 
Deſigns before we began Hoſtilities, and that 
we not only ought, but might have had mol 
of them executed long before now. I hall 
indeed, grant, that the Execution of thel 
Deſign 
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Deſigns might have been of ſome Prejudice 
> the Subjects of France, but it would not 
ave been an Injury, either to the King, or to 
ny of the Subjects of France. An Injury is 
juſt Cauſe of War, but a Prejudice never can 
e ſo. It would be doing an infinite Preju- 
ice to the Subjects of France, to prevent 
Wheir getting any of our Mooll from us; but 
o Britiſh Miniſter, nor the Tool of any 
iiſb Miniſter, will, I hope, ever dare to 
Wy, That this would be a juſt Cauſe for his 
% Chriſtian Majeſty's declaring War, or 
Wining with our Enemies, againſt us; becauſe . 

Wc have a Right to prevent the Exportation of 

ur Mooll, and ought to doit as ſoon as we can. 
ln the ſame Manner, our taking Poſſeſſion 
f ſome of the Spaniſh Dominions in America, 
ould be doing a Prejudice to the Subjects of 
France, becauſe, while we remained in Poſ- 
ſſion, I believe, they could not ſell near fo 
y of their Manufactures to the Inhabi- 
ants of that Country ; but this we have a 
Right to do: The Spaniardt, by provoking 
s to War, have given us a Right to ſeize up- 
n all their Dominions in America, and to 
ccep Poſſeſſion of them till we are fully ſa- 
isfied for all the Damages we have ſuſtained, 
nd all the Expence they have put us to, and 
ully ſecured againſt any future Injury. This 
Right, I. fay, they have given us, and the 
ing of France has no Right, nor is he, as I 
ave ſhewn, under any Engagement with 
ph Spain, 
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Spain, to endeavour to hinder us from mah 
ing uſe of this Right; If we allow the Kin 
of France to ſay, that he will not ſuffer y 
to execute any Deſign, for no other Reaſa 
but becauſe it may be of Prejudice to his Sul 
jets; if we allow ourſelves to be frightnd 
by any ſuch haughty and inſulting Menae 
from doing what we ought and have a rig 
to do; I make no Queſtion but that the ne 
Time a Bill ſhall be brought into Parliamaif 
for preventing the Exportation of our Wa 
the French Miniſter at this Court will beg 
der d to threaten us with a War, in caſe ful 
a Bill ſhould be paſſed into a Law. Nay, 
do not know but that at laſt we may be toi 
we ſhall not manufacture our own Wooll, ff 
cauſe, by ſo doing, we do an infinite Prejuali 
to France and her Subjetts. | 

The third Argument may be ſaid to cu 
fiſt of two Parts, one of which is pretend 
to be founded in Juſtice, and the other 

Wiſdom. That Part which is pretended 
be founded in Juſtice is again ſupported | 
the Guaranty of the Treaty of Utrecht, wh 

I have already ſhewn can have no Conce 
nor be of any Weight, in the preſent Ol 
But then ſays this French Advocate, out Sq 
drons are to act an impartial Part: They 
only to hinder the two Powers at War ji 
making Congueſts upon one another, whit! 
neither for the Advantage or Di/advantagt 
one of the two Parties at War, more that 
k 
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LOW 
he other. | Moſt egregious Impudence! 
oft inſufferable Inſult, becauſe it is an In- 
alt upon our Underſtandings! Can we do 
Chain any conſiderable Injury, or reap any 
onfiderable Advantage to ourſelves, but by 
ttacking their Dominions in the Ye/t- Indies? 
\re we afraid of their attacking our Domi- 
ons in any Part of the World? Can they do 
s any; Injury but by privateering and inter- 
Wrupting our Trade? Theſe juſt and impartial 
-Vicdiators then are to prevent our attacki 
che Spaniards in that Method by which alone 
Wwe can hurt them; and to allow, perhaps aſſiſt, 
chem to attack us in that Method by which a- 
one they can hurt us. Is this Impartiality ? Is it 
common Juſtice? They could not have had 
che Aſſurance to have faid ſo, if they had not 
been encouraged by our late perplexed Nego- 
a tiations to imagine, that our Underſtandings 
may be darkned and confounded by the leaſt 
Shadow of Reaſon. Every Man who looks 
through a true Britiſb Medium muſt ſee 
the Chicanery of this Pretence ; and the 
Heart of every Briton that has any, muſt 
ſwell at ſuch a bare-faced Attempt to impoſe 
upon his Underſtanding. 

There is therefore neither Juſtice nor Im- 
partiality in the Deſign of ſending theſe Squa- 
drons to the Weſt-Indies ; and now I ſhall con- 
ſider the Wiſdom of this Proceeding. I ſhall, 
indeed, grant that, as we have hitherto ma- 
naged the War, there may be ſome Wiſdom 
| B 2 In 
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in it, and from our future Conduct there will 
J am afraid, appear to. be more Wiſdom 
it than ſome People at preſent imagine; by 
then this Wiſdom conſiſts not in what the 
expreſs, but in what they moſt artfully co 
ceal. When I ſay there is any Wiſdom in th 
French Piece of Politicks, I hope my Re 
ders will ſuppoſe, I mean political, and nl 
real Wiſdom. Injuſtice, either publick « 
Private, can never be attended with rl 
Wiſdom; and as I have ſhewn, that th 
French have no juſt Reaſon for joining will 
Spain againſt us, or for preventing our mal 
ing uſe of that Right which the Laws of Wi 
have given us, in ſuch Manner as we mai 
think moſt ſuitable to our own Intereſt, the 
fore, there can be no real Wiſdom in the Dl 
ſign upon which they ſay they have al 
their Squadrons to the YWe/i-T:d:es. But M 
to political Wiſdom, it conſiſts in Self- Inter 
and therefore a Nation may with ſuch Wi 
dom engage in War, when and as often 
their Intereſt calls upon them to do fo, 1 
they have a probable View of Succeſs : The 
may, therefore, be ſome ſort of Political Wi 
dom in what the. French have done, but th 
as I have ſaid, does not conſiſt in what they a 
preſs, but in what they moſt artfully conce 
They ſay, They could not have atted mi 
we1ſely, becauſe they may thereby prevent 
Innovation in the Syſtem of the New Mor 
preferve the Balance of Power in thoſe Part 
0 
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and keep Things there on the Footing they ought 
to be for the Common Benefit of. all the Nations 
trading to America, which was the | Reaſon 
that induced France, England, and Holland 
to guarantee the Spaniſh Poſſeſjions in America, 
at the Treaty of Utrecht; and this Reaſon, 
they ſay, has hitherto ſubſiſted, and does jo ftull. 
Here we ſee, they moſt artfully trump 
up upon us the Pretence of a Balance of 
Power, becauſe, in the laſt two Wars carried 
on againſt them, the Balance of Power in 
Europe was made a Pretence for continuing 
the War againſt them. Here, I ſuppoſe, 
they hug themſelves with the Conceit of hav- 
ing caught us in our own Snare, and imagine 
we cannot now diſapprove of their Conduct, 
without condemning our own in the laſt two 
Wars we were engaged in againſt them; but 
I muſt tell them, the preſerving or reſtoring 
a Balance of Power, either in Europe or any 
where elſe, may be a good and a juſt Reaſon 
for continuing a War, but can never of itſelf 
be a juſt Reaſon for commencing a War *, 
or for joining with a Nation that has unjuſtly 
commenced War; but when a War is begun, 
and thoſe who have Juſtice on their ſide have 
Succeſs, they may continue the War, till 
they have put it out of the Power of a trou- 
bleſom Neighbour to do them a new Injury; 
that is to ſay, they may eſtabliſh ſuch a Ba- 
lance of Power, as to leave no Room for any 

Nation 
* Gretins de Jure Belli & Pacis, Lib. 2. Cap. 1. & Parag. 17. 
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Nation to truſt ſo much in its own Strength, 
as to think that it may, without Danger, do 
a real Injury to any of its Neighbours. It 
was not the preſerving or reſtoring a Balance 
of Power in Europe, that was the Cauſe of 
our joining in either of the two laſt Wars 
againſt France. It was the many . Injuries 
Leuis the XIVth had done to ourſelves as 
well as our Allies; and after he had thus gi- 
ven us a juſt Cauſe to declare, or join in 
War againſt him, the reſtoring of 2 Balance 
of Power was a good Reaſon to continue it; 
but neither was this the only Reaſon : A full 
Satisfaction for all Coſts and Damages an In- 
jured Nation may juſtly inſiſt on, and may 
with Juſtice continue the War tilt That be 
obtained. Can it be faid, that we obtained 
ſuch a Satisfaction, or any Thing near it, ei- 
ther by the Peace of Reſic, or the Peace 
of Utrecht? Therefore, without Regard to 
the Balance of Power, we had a juſt Reaſon 
to have continued both theſe Wars much lon- 
ger, and to have puſhed our Succeſſes much 

farther then we did. | 
France therefore muſt not pretend to im- 
poſe upon us, nor can ſhe ſeriouſly think of 
being able to juſtify her Proceedings by thi 
ridiculous Conceit of preſerving 2 Balance if 
Power in America, But can France or any 
Nation in Europe fay, that a Balance 
Power can be preſerved, if Spain be enabled 


or allowed to uſurp a Dominion over the * 
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of America; and to tell the other Nations of 
Europe, that they ſhall not fail with their 
Ships in thoſe Seas but by her Leave, and ac- 
cording to her Directions? This is what ſhe 
now pretends to: This is the preſent Syſtem 
of the New World: This is the Syſtem ſhe 
is endeavouring by this War to eſtabliſh againſt 
this Nation at leaſt; and if it be once eſta- 
bliſhed againſt us, ſhe may in time be able, 
and will certainly endeavour, to eſtabliſh it 
againſt every other Nation in Europe, Is 
this the Footing upon which Things ought to 
be for the common Benefit of all the Nations 
trading to America ? Is this the Reaſon that 
induced France, England, and Holland to gua- 
rantee the Spaniſh Poſſeſſions in America by 
the Treaty of Utrecht? No Nation in —_— 
will ſay ſo. France herſelf would not ſay ſo, 
if ſhe had not ſomething in Petto, which 
muſt not as yet be declared. France and 
Spain are, tis true, good Friends at preſent : 
They have been made ſo by our late Nego- 
tiations, at our great Expence, and at the 
Loſs of almoſt every Ally we had in Europe. 
But this Friendſhip may ſoon come to an End; 
and if the ancient Jealouſy and Animoſity 
between France and Spain ſhould revive, it 
would be better even for France to have us in 
Poſſeſſion of ſome cautionary Spaniſh Towns 
or Iſlands in America, than to have Spain 
eſtabliſhed in the Dominion ſhe pretends to 
over the Seas of America, ap 
This 
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This is an uſurped 4. which may 
ſoon become as troubleſom and injurious to 
France as it has been of late Years made to 
us; and therefore if the Court of France had 
not ſome hidden Deſign at Bottom, they 
would be far from afliſting Spain to eſtabliſh 
ſuch an Uſurpation againſt us. They would 
be glad to ſee Spain beat out of ſuch an Uſur- 
pation, and effectually prevented from being 
eyer hereafter in a Condition to ſet it up, with- 
out their being put to any Expence, or ſuf- 
tering any Interruption to their Trade. They 
know, all the Nations in Europe know, we 
can have no Deſign to take and keep Poſſeſ 
fion of the Spaniſbo Dominions in America, 
or of any conſiderable Part of them. It would 
be againſt our Intereſt to do fo. Manufac- 
_ fures are better, and contribute more to the 
Strength of a Nation, than Mines of Gold or 
Silver; while we preſerve the former, we 
have no Occaſion to envy the Spaniard the 
Poſſeſſion of the latter. In the preſent War, 
we can have no Deſign but to compel Spain 
to give us Satigfaction for paſt Injuries, and 
_ effeftual Security againſt future; therefore, if 
we ſhould take Poſſeflion of any of their 
Mines, or of any of their Dominions upon the 
Continent, it could be with no other View, 
but to reſtore them as ſoon as Spain ſhould 
agree to give us this Satifaction and Security. 
From our keeping Poſſeſſion of Jamaica, 
Gibraltar, and . which are the only 
Dominions 
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dominions we ever conquer'd from Spain, is 
ſſible to conclude, that we would 
olleſſion of the Saniſb Dominions upon the 
ontinent of America? The former we keep 
oſſeſſion of, becauſe they preſerve and en- 
ourage our Trade; the latter we would 
r the ſame Reaſon give up, becauſe, if we 
Would keep them, they would deftroy the 
duſtry of our People, and conſequently 
e Manufactures and Trade of the Nation. 
This the French muſt be ſenſible of, and 
Wis muſt prevent their being under any real 
pprehenſions of our having a Deſign to con- 
er the Sypaniſb Poſſeſſions in America, or to 
Wake that Commerce paſs from the Hands 
che Spaniards to our own. But I muſt 
Wink, that, in order to have quieted the 
nds of our Neighbours upon the Continent, 
Wc ought to have begun this War with ſome 
Wrt of Manifefto to this Effect. We ought 
have declared, That if we ſhould attack 
d take Poſſeſſion of any of the Spaniſh Do- 
hintons in America, it could proceed from 
dthing but Neceſſity, — we had no 
er way of compelling that Nation to agree 
reaſonable Terms; and that it would not be 
ith a deſign to keep them, but to reſtore 
em to the Crown of Spain, as ſoon as that 
rown ſhould give us full Satisfaction for the 
juries done to us, and effeffual Security a- 


ainſt the like in Time to come. We might 
ave added ſome Promiſes with regard to the 
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to the Crown of Spain, in order to ſhew ti 


Majeſty, Tam convinced, ſeems now to- 
aſſume a Concern for the Balance of Peu 


Relig ion, Liberties, and Poſſeſſions of the l 
+ wa both while we continued in Poſleſ 
on of the Country, and when we reſtored 


Inhabitants that, in all Events, their Cond 
tion ſhould be improved by being conquer 
by us which would probably have contrib 
ed.not a little.to the Facility of our 
the Conqueſt. Such a Manife/to as this y 
ought to have publiſh'd, as ſoon as we d 
clared War; and therefore I muſt I 
that the Manifefto publiſh'd in Holland, 
ſaid to be That which the Lord Cathcart carl 
along with him, is a ſpurious Piece, contri 
on purpole to give the French a plauſible Pull 
tence for interfering in the War betweal 
Spain and uss. | 

Thus, I think, it is evideat, that the pd 
tical Wiſdom of the French, in ſending t 
Squadrons to the Weſt- Indies, does not con 
in what they expreſs. It cannot confilf 
in preſerving the preſent Syſtem of the Nerf 
World ; that is to fay in preſerving and eſuſ 
bliſbing the Dominion which the King all 
Spain has uſurped over the Seas of Ameri 
It muſt conſiſt in ſomething not fit to 
declared, and this I ſhall now endeavour if 
inveſtigate and explain. His mot Chriſtul 
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in the New World, in order to overturn 4 
Balance of Power in the Old. This Devg 
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ge French have long had in View, and they 
s chink they have got an Opportunity of 
king a large Step towards it. In this De- 
an they have always been hitherto defeated 
the Riches, the Strength, and the Conduct 
dis Nation; and therefore, if they can by 
egrees render us ſo poor and feeble, as not 
W be in a Capacity to give any effectual Aſſi- 
ce to our Neighbours upon the Conti- 
Fat, they hope to be at laſt able to effectu- 
e their long meditated Deſign. They have 
ready tried what they could do by mere 
cee of Arms, but as we were then in our 
| Strength, they found they came off with 
thing but hard Blows and deep Wounds. 
his made them betake themſelves to Art; and 
a this way they have ſucceeded, beyond the 
WW opes, I believe, of the mo/? engine of ſan- 
ine Frenchmen ; but this has not been ow- 
Wo to French Cunning or Ability, ſo much 
to what I may call a certain fort of Fata- 
Wty, or ſomething worſe, in our Counſels and 
Wonduct, | 
In order to ſhew this, I muſt obſerve, that the 
axim which ſeems to have been laid down 
yy the Prench, immediately after Peace was re- 
ored to their Country by the Treaty of U- 
echt, was, To take all the Methods they could 
bin of for encouraging and promcting the 
anufactures and Trade of their own Coun- 
y, and for diſtreſſing and diminiſhing the 
rade and Manufattures of this. To betete 
C 2 a 
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all the Arts they have made uſe of for 
Purpoſe, and how thoſe Arts might have be 
diſappointed by us, would far exceed ii 
Bounds I have preſcribed to myſelf in til 
Treatiſe, and therefore I ſhall confine my 
to one only, in which they have had nl 
extraordinary Succeſs. I mean that of ke 
ing us in a ſort of continual Strife with ſoul 
one Neighbour or another; and as the Inf 
ence they had upon the Councils of Spain will 
of great Advantage to them in this Particul 
they have made all the Uſe of it they coul 
and much more than they could have don 
had we taken the proper Meaſures to prev 
it; which were not, nor ever can be by 7 
neſs and Treating, but by making the Sl 
mards ſeverely feel the Weight of our Arms, 
they ſhould ever offer the leaſt Injury toi; 
or any of our Allies. 
This was the Meaſure reſolved on, uf 
wiſely and vigorouſly purſued in the 10 
1718; but in the Year 1721, I muſt ſuppd ; 
that ſome Gentlemen began to have an Inf 
ence upon our publick Meaſures, who wa 
vaſtly fond of Peace, and at the ſame tint 
vaſtly ignorant of the true Intere/t either! 
their own Country, or of any other Count! 
in Europe, and therefore vaſtly liable tol 
govern'd by French Addręſi, who never wu 
proper Agents in this Country for ſuch a Pu 
poſe; and Zheſe Agents, we muſt ſuppok 
got the entire , — of our immod 

rat 
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rate Lovers of Peace, becauſe the ſalutary 
Meaſure reſolved on in the Year 1718, was 
entirely altered in the Year 1721, and when 
we might have d:Fated our Terms, we ſeem 
to have begg'd a Peace; for if we had not at 
that time been begging a Peace, I do not think, 
that any Britiſh Miniſter could with Patience 
have hcard the leaſt Mention made of the Re- 
ſtitution of Gibraltar, or of the reſtoring of 
thoſe Spaniſh Ships that were ſo juſtly taken 
in the Year i, and much leſs would any 
Britiſh Miniſter have thought of concluding 
a Peace with Spain, without a moſt explicit 
Acknowledgment of our Right to cut Log- 
wood in the Bay of Campeachy, which is of ſo 
great Conſequence to our Yoollen Manufac- 
ture. What could make us at that Time fo 
fond of an immediate Peace, I cannot com- 
prehend. The French, tis true, having got 
their own Ends ſerved, had in ſome Meaſure 
deſerted us in the War; but they durſt not 
Join againſt us, becauſe we then had the Em- 
peror our firm Friend as well as Ally. No 
Power in Europe durſt then have given the 
Spaniards any Aſſiſtance, and therefore, I 
will ſay, we had them abſolutely in our Power. 
It we had inſiſted upon our Right to Cam- 
peachy, which they had even then begun to 
conteſt : If we had inſiſted upon their pay- 
ing us all the Expences we had been put to 
by the War, and upon their giving us ſome 
of their ſtrong Towns or Iſlands in the We/t- 

1 Indies 
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Indies as a Pledge for ſecuring the Payment; 
they muſt have complied, becauſe we might 
Have taken as much as they could refuſe. 

If we had infiſted upon theſe, Terms, they 
would have ſmarted for their Folly, they 
would have felt the effects of our Reſentment, 
perhaps to this Day; and in this Caſe, it 
would not have been in the Power of France 
to have prevailed on them, to ptovoke our 
Reſentment a ſecond Time, by incroaching 
upon our Rights, or diſtreſſing our Trade, 
in any Part of the World. But this wou 
have deprived France of the chief Handle ſhe 
had for executing her Deſigns againſt the 
Trade and Manufactures of this Kingdom; 
therefore the French, from being Parties in 
the War againſt Spain, became Mediators 
for procuring her a moſt honourable Peace; 
and our Lovers Peace not only gave Eat to 
their Mediation, but prevailed on us to grant 
Spain ſuch Terms as left her under no Appre- 
henſions of provoking afreſh our Reſentment. 
This Advice could proceed otiginally from 
nothing but French Artifice, of ſome kind or 
other; and I ſhall now prove, as plainly as it is- 

poſſible to prove a latent Cauſe from its ap- 
arent Effects, that our publick Meaſures 
Neve ever fince been principally directed by 
the ſame ſort of Advice. It is a Taſk I un- 
dertake with great Concern, with infinite Re- 
gret; but it is a Taſk, I think, I am in Duty 
to my Country bound to undertake, becauſe, 
I am 
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I am convinced, the preſent unlucky Situation 
of this Nation, the preſent dangerous-Situa- 
tion of the Affairs of Europe, are both owing 
to this Cauſe ; and therefore, I hope, my Rea- 
ders will ſuppoſe, that in finding fault with 
any Part of qur paſt or preſent Conduct, I 
have no other View, but ſingly That of pre- 
venting, as much as lies in my Power, our be- 
ing any longer deluded by the Addreſs of 
French Councils, or the Artifice of French Tools, 
Luckily for us, a Diſpute happened, ſoon 
after this Treaty in 172 1, between France 
and Spain, which we might have made 
very good uſe of; but our Lovers of Peace 
were ſo complaiſant to France, as to refuſe 
what was then offered by Spain, and what 
might have been of ſignal Advantage to 
Europe in general, as well as to this Na- 
tion in particular. I mean that of being ele 
Mediator for reconciling all Differences then 
ſubſiſting between Spain and the Emperor, 
a Taſk ſo very far from being difficult, that 
in a ſhort time after, theſe two Powers recon 
ciled all Differences by themſelves without any 
Mediation; and in Purſuance thereof a Treaty 
of Peace, and reciprocal Defence and Gua- 
rantee, was concluded between them at Vienna 
the zoth of April 1725, and next Day 2 
Treaty of Commerce. | ; 
This was, indeed, a thunder Stroke to 
France. By this the was deprived of all Hopes 
of being ever able to make uſe of Sparn a - 
Handle 
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Handle for deſtroying or interrupting the 
Trade of Great-Britain : Nay; if Britain had 
entered into this new Alliance, tis more 
than probable, that the ſending back the N. 


Junta e, Spain would never have been for- 
given; and in that Caſe, France could expect 


no particular Favours or Encouragements for 
her Trade or Manufactures in Spain. On 
the-contrary, if ſhe had attempted to extend 
her Territories, or preſcribe to her dy 
bours, ſhe muſt have expected to have 
Spain in a Confederacy againſt her, which 
would have put a final End to her favourite 
View of overturning the Balance f Power in 
e. This new Alliance was therefore to 


kept from acceding to it; and Methods were 
to be contrived for reconciling herſelf to Spar, 
and for creating a'new Breach between wer Tl 
and the Emperor. All this ſhe 

the means of her Agents here, and is it 01 
ble to think, that all this could be owing to 
our Ignorance or Imprudence alone? In the 
firſt Place, France, by ber Agents here, per- 
ſuaded his late Majeſty, that by ſome ſecret 
Articles of this Alliance between the Emperor 
und Spain, they had agreed to ſet the Pre- 
tender upon the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, 
and had ind ſuch Meaſures together, as 
would ruin our Trade. The Emperor and 
King of Spain, by their Miniſters here, pro- 
teſted the contrary: They communicate 
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he Treaties: Invited his Majeſty to accede, 
nd proteſted, there were no ſecret Articles. 
t ſignified nothing! To our Misfortune : 
o the Misfortune of Europe, the French 
gents here had greater Credit with his late 
lajeſty, or with ſome that had great Credit 
ith him, than the moſt folemn Declarati- 
ns both of the Emperor and King of Spain; 
nd by this means, he was prevail'd on to 
in in a defenſive Alliance with France by 
he Treaty concluded at Hanover the 3d of 
eptember 172 5, in which the King of Pruſſia 
Was prevailed on by the French to join, under 
WPretence that they would aſſiſt him in re- 
Wcnging the Maſſacre of the Proteſtants at 
Vorn, and in re-eſtabliſhing the Proteſtant 
el/gien in that City; which was and after- 
W-2rds proved to be as falſe a Pretence as that 
Whey made uſe of for prevailing with his late 
Najeſty to join with them in this Alli- 
nce 
If there had been any Truth in what was 
lledg'd by the French Agents againſt the Al- 
ance between the Emperor and Spain, or if 
here had been ſo much as a Probability of 
ts being true, the Treaty of Hanover, as it 
vas only defenſive, might perhaps have been 
eaſonable, becauſe, in that Caſe, it would 
Wave been neceſſary to have provided for 
he Defence of Hanover, tho' I cannot 
hink, that even for this Purpoſe, France 
3 was 
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together, to have carried ſuch Deligneia in 
Execution againſt us, tho' we had at thi 
Time been, as we are now, without one A 


when they entered into that Alliance, h 


our Buſineſs to have prevented their carryin 
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was a neceſſary or proper Aly: Z bur 
my Opinion, it was not ſo much dh 
ble that the Emperor and Spain had fo 

Intentions as were imputed to them; h 
cauſe neither of them had at that Time an 
Diſpute with this Nation, and becauſe it wol 
have been impoſſible for them both jo 


eas pes —— woes wm um 


in the Univerſe, that could have given if 
effeftual Aſſy Lance. If the Emperor and 7 


— 1 


an offenſrve Deſign in view againſt any Pom 
on Earth, it was againſt France; and if the 
had any ſuch, I am ſure, it was none 


— 


their Deſign into Execution; becauſe fwd 
a War would have ruined, or at leaſt (i 

nded all the French commercial Vie 
and would have been of great Advantage 
the Trade and Manufactures of Britain; 
by under-hand aſſiſting the weaker Side, n 
might have made it laſt almoſt as long as 
had pleaſed. 
But the preventing of any Deſigns ti 
Emperor and Spain had againſt France, wi 
not the only Thing the French had in ve 
This they effectually did by the Treaty « 
Hanover; and for this Purpoſe, nothut 
farther would have been neceſſary: B 
they had a mind to convince Spain, ti 
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he Emperor was not ſuch an Ally as could 
efend them when they had Occaſion for it; 
nd for this Purpoſe it became neceſſary to 
revail with us to make ſome fort of Attack 
pon Spain; becauſe we were the only Peo- 
Jie in Europe, againſt whom the Emperor 
Would give the Spaniards no Aſſiſtance. 
ne would think, this was a difficult Point 
be gained, becauſe we were no way o- 
led by the Treaty of Hanover to begin 
Wc Attack. We had not the leaſt Occa- 
on to put ourſelves to any Expence even in 
Wroviding for our Defence, unleſs the Em- 
or and Spain had begun to prepare for put- 
Ing ſome of thoſe Deſigns in Execution 
With which we had been frightned. But no- 
Wing, it ſeems, is in this Country difficult 
Wor French Addreſs. Before either the Em- 
er or Spain began ſo much as to prepare 
rr any warlike Expedition, we ſent one 
We lect, in à hoſtile Manner, to the Coaſts of 
ain, and another to block up their Gal- 
oss at Porto-Bello, which the Spaniards 
doked upon as a Declaration of War, and 
ccordingly began Hoſtilities againſt us, in 
hich the Emperor could give them no 
Aſſiſtance. | 
niln the mean time, the French took ſpe- 
al care not to do any Thing that might diſo- 
ige the Spaniards, nor to allow us to do 
ny Thing that might really hurt them; 
nd we may believe, they made great _—_ 
D 2 5 
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of this at the Court of Spain, by which 
they entirely reconciled themſelves to tha 
Court. - Thus they gained two of their chic 
Ends, and now the third was to be though 
on, which was that of making a new Bread 
between the Emperor and Spain. For thi 
Purpoſe, after they had thus made a Breach 
they then became Mediators between Shai 
and us; and by the ſame means, I ſuppoꝶſ 
which they had before ſo ſucceſsfully mad 
uſe of, they prevailed upon us to concludif 
the famous Treaty at Seville, which finiſh 
ed the French Deſign, and laid a - certai 
Foundation for a Breach between the E 
Feror and Spain; and what was ſtill mon 
by that Treaty they got us joined in an 
liance with them and Spain, the certai 
Conſequence of which would have been 
War againſt the Emperor, if we had not pn 
vented it by the Treaty we codcluded wit 
him in the Year 1731. 
By this Treaty it ſeemed as if we had of 
out of French Leading ſirings ; but fron 
what afterwards happened, it may be ſup 
poſed, that this was only a Piece of Freud 
Fineſſe, in order to prevent their Agents 
Took here from being brought to Juſticeh 
an undeceived Parliament, or tore to Piece 
by an enraged Populace, which probabj 
would have been the Caſe, if they had e 
gaged us in an open War, jointly wil 


France and Spain, againſt the 2 


[ 
[ N 
U 
1 
; 1 
1 f 
2 
i 
i! 
? 
1 
. Il 
IN 
itt 
\ tid 
1 
1 
' 
1 
f 


l — = 
- » _ - 
l — 
—— — _ —_— 
2 1 3 . 
l TY \ = en 
LIE —— — - — — = — * 
* — A ASI - = = — — — "LI — = \ 
* — A — — — — — = * — — — - — — — * * — 
8 5 + — -o- — — q - — — — — - — 2 
1 — c * - —— cg —_ I — - — — —— — 
I — — W — — : — 2 — > — — — — 
4 _— — = — — bo 4 9 — — — — — — — — 
4 — — — — — * — 
» Ju ” | 2 
- 


= — 
a 
————— 
Is eee es 
- "Wag _— —C 
- 


h A 
Ti 
, 
\ 
£7 
þ 
'T 
yY 
3} 
? 
\ 
N 
N 
„ 
an 
9 
' 
#4 
wh] 
3; 
* 
a 
is 
Df 
* 
J 


- N 8 —— 
e — 
— 


- * — ——— - - ——— — 2 — O's... 
MS * ——— — 2 
- - 
5 2 
+. 
P —— 2 


5 
ym, 


(29) 
We thereby, it is true, guaranty'd, in the 
moſt expreſs and folemam Manner, the 
Pragmatick Sanction; but whatever the 
French might pretend, it is probable, they 
privately connived at this, becauſe they knew 
it would ſignify nothing, and becauſe the 
Court of Spain, now their ſincere Friends, 
got their Son into the immediate Poſſeſſion 
of Parma and Placentia, and their Troops 
into the ſtrong Places of T uſcany. 

The French and Spaniards being thus a- 
gain firmly united, and French Influence got 
again to its Zenith at the Court of Spain, the 
latter begun to ſhew leſs regard to this Na- 
tion than it had ever done before, and in a 
Manner laughed at us when we deſired Per- 
formance of the little that was ſtipulated in 
our Favour by the Treaty of Seville, But 
in order to give the Spantards a full Licence 
to interrupt our Trade, and the French a full 
Power to preſcribe Laws to the other 
Princes and States of Europe; one Thing 
more was neceſſary, and that was to break 
the Alliance between us and the Emperor, 
which the latter thought had been ſincerely 
eſtabliſhed by our Treaty with him in the 
Year 1731. 

For this Purpoſe it was neceſſary to find 
a Pretext for attacking the Emperor, and for 
prevailing upon us to leave him in the lurch. 
This was furniſhed by the forcible Oppoſi- 
tion made by the Acute to the Election 
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that forcible Oppoſition, tho' the Emperor 
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| . 
of Staniſlaus as King of Poland. Tho the 
Muſcovites had a Right by Treaties to make 


no way joined in or - countenanced it; yet 
from this the French took Occaſion to at- 
tack the Emperor, becauſe he happened to 
be at that Time in an Alliance with Mu/covy 
and we were told, and our French Agents 
and Tools made us believe, that we were un- 
der no Obligation to perform our Guaranty, 
becauſe the Emperor had drawn this Attack 
upon himſelf. I believe every Man will now 
confeſs, I am ſure the French, who now 
pretend being obliged to affiſt Spain in Con- 
ſequence of the Utrecht Guaranty, muſt 
now confeſs, that we were under the ſtrict- 
eſt Obligation to aſſiſt the Emperor upon that 
Occaſion. But ſuppoſe we had not, conſider- 
ing the Circumſtances we were then in with 
regard to Spain, our own Intereſt, our own 
Preſervation, ought to have prevailed with 
uy Spain had refuſed to perform the little 
was obliged to by the Treaty of Seville, 
tho' we had on our Part performed the 
whole, and more than the whole: Spain 
had continued to plunder our Merchants, 
and interrupt our Trade in the Weſt-Indies: 
Spain had continued to debar our People 
cutting Logwood in the Bay of Campeachy, 
beſides many other Injuries ; and therefore 
we ought to have taken that Opportunity to 
balanceAccorr p:s with that haughty and —_ 
I __ 
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lefs Court. But French Influence prevailed 
over all Conſiderations, and we left the Em- 
or a Prey to France and Spain, when we 
might, and ought to have faved him, tho? 
we muſt have even then foreſeen, that we 
ourſelves, m all human Probability, would 
be the very next. wy; | 
The French having now got all they wiſh- 
ed for, except that of reducing this Nation 
to the loweſt Degree of Poverty, Impotency, 
and Contempt; and having likewiſe, by. 
their late Favour done to Spain, got the en- 
tire Management of that Court; they pre- 
vailed with that Nation to redouble their 
Depredations upon us in the Weſt-Indies. 
Theſe we tamely ſubmitted to for ſome 
Years; and if we had allowed ourſelves to 
= have been as abſolutely directed by French 
Agents or Tools, as we had been for many 
Years before, we ſhould have been till 
ſubmitting and negotiating ; but the Cries of 
our plundered Merchants and Seamen at laſt 
— — the Spirit of the Nation, and u 
brought our French Agents a ſecond Ti 
into the Danger of being tore to Pieces by 
the Populace, or brought to Juſtice by a re- 
lenting Parliament. They had then nothing 
left for it but to ſeem to give way to the 
Torrent, and then to take care that this 
Torrent ſhould not bear away ſome princi- 
pal Part of the Monarchy of Spain, before 
the French could come to the Aſſiſtance — 
: | t 
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that impotent, il connected, and ill gabe 
ed Monarchy. 

That we might have done this: That we 
might have been long before now in Poſſeſ- 
fion of ſome of the Spaniſh Settlements in 
America, our brave Admiral Vernon has 
fully demonſtrated to the World. If we 
had ſent along with that Admiral, or foon 
after him, but 3 or 4000 veteran Land Sd. 
diers, which we might eaſily have ſpared, 
we might long ſince have been in Poſſeſſion 
of Portobel, Panama, and Veracrusz; and 
if we had been once in Poſſeſſion of any Patt 
of the Kingdom of Mexico, as it is a health- 
ful Climate, and fruitful Soil, we might have 

ured in Troops and Men there at all 
Times of the Vear. There they might have 
been ſupported, and might have lived health- 
fully; and there they would have been at 
hand, and ready to be ſent upon any Expe- 
dition we thought proper to . It 
we had done this, I am convinced the 
2 would not have dared to interfere by 
their Arms, whatever they might have done 
by a ſincere and impartial Mediation, be- 
tween Spain and us. 

The Land Forces of France and Spain 
can be of very little Signification to them in 
a War with this Nation alone. It is theit 
naval Force only that can be of any effectual 
Service; and their united Naval Force is not 


as yet equal, at the Beginning of this War 
it 
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was far from being near equal, to the Na- 
zl Force of this Kingdom; therefore we 
puld not ſuppoſe that France would engage 
gainſt us at the very Beginning of the War. 
ven as yet, and notwithſtanding the little 
are we have taken, ſince the Commence- 
zent of the War, to increaſe our Number 
Seamen, it would be impoſſible for France 
d Spain to fit out a Naval Force equal to 
rs; and therefore it would be ridiculous 
us to deſire any of our Friends upon the 
ontinent to engage in the Quarrel, unleſs 
e could form ſuch a Confederacy as would 
near equal to the united Land Force of 
rance and Spain ; becauſe if we ſhould en- 
ge any one of our Friends, if we have 
y upon the Continent that may be attack- 
| by Land, for Example the Dutch, it 
ould coſt us more to afliſt in defending 
em at Land, than any Benefit we could 
ap from their Aſſiſtance at Sea. 

This muſt ſhew, that it was neither the 
uſineſs of France, nor had ſhe it in her 
ower, with any Safety to her own Poſſeſ- 
dns in America, to join with Spain at the 
ſt breaking out of the War. I believe no 
e French Politician can as yet think ſo. 
do not imagine, they can upper, we are as 
t ſo weak or ſo poor, as that they may, 
ithout Danger, make uſe of open Force a- 
unſt us. As our Trade muſt ſuffer by the 
ontinuance of the War, and as it will * 
E er 
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fer more by a diſhonourable and- E 
Peace, ſince France found that her 
here could no longer prevail with us 9 ſul 
mit tamely to the Depredations of Spain, 


was her Buſineſs to get us to carry on tiff 
War in ſuch a Manner as might moſt th 


and injure our own Trade,” and leaſt 
the Enemy ; and if ſhe could do this, it 


then her Buſineſs, and is fo ſtill, to get ff 
War continued as long as ſhe can; becaulff 
during its Continuance, the Trade and Rich 
of this Country, muſt be daily decreaſing 
and the Trade and Riches of France inc 


ing in Proportion, till at laſt it muſt 
courſe come to be in her Power, to join | 
the War againſt us without Danger, o 
make us accept of whatever Terms of Pex 
ſhe may have a mind to preſcribe. 


This, I ſay, was the Buſineſs of Fran 
and whether ber Agents here have end 


followed her Directions, I ſhall now tal 
the liberty to enquire. As the Spaniar 
have no Trade, nor any Ships, but tt 
which is carried ON, Or thots. which » 
from one part of their own Dominions tos 
other; and as this Trade may, with tt 
Leave, be carried on in neutral Ships, and 
the Name of Foreigners, it was ridiculowi 
us to think of getting any Advantage, 0 

compelling them to ſubmit to reaſonal 
Terms, by the Method of Repr:/als alot 


becauſe in this way we ſhould ge ® 
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ave been Loſers upon the annual Balance, 
ad therefore the Spaniards would in this 
xy have continued in War with us to all 
ternity, or at leaſt as long they were under 
rench Influence, rather than ſubmit to rea- 
anable Terms. Vet this was the way our 
nc Agents adviſed us to carry on the War, 
= nd in this way we ſhould probably have 
arried it on to this Day, if a Blunder of 
e Hench themſelves, in complaining of 
beir Ships being ſearched for contraband 
—oods, had not compelled us to declare 
ar, in ſpite of all could be done or faid 

oy their Agents here. 
have ſaid, that all the Trade the Spa- 
iard have, may, by their Leave, be carried 
on by neutral Ships, and in the Name of 
Foreigners ; to which I muſt add, that there 
now appears to be ſuch a Deſign, from 
8 what is ſaid by our French Advocate in the 
= Gazetteer above-mentioned. By him we 
find, the lawful Commerce of all Nations in 
the Spaniſh Dominions in America, made 
'uſe of as one of the Reaſons for France's 
being obliged to take care of the Preſervation 
of thoſe Dominions. I ſhould be glad to 
know from this, or any other French Advo- 
cate, what lawful Commerce any Nation in 
Europe, beſides ourſelves, has in the Spaniſh 
Dominions in America. That the French 
and other Foreigners have Goods on board 
the Spaniſh Galleons, Flota, and Regiſter 
E 2  89bips, 
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2 I know, but that theſe Goods mi 
be loaded on board, and entered at landin 
in the Name of Spaniards, I likewiſe knoy 
and therefore, by the Law of Nations, 
are good Prize, whatever our French A 
wocates may ſay againſt it, if the Ship.ſhallf 
happen to fall into our Hands, I ſhall gr 
indeed, that the Spaniards may lay open ii 
Trade in their American Dominions to all tiff 
Nations in Europe, and may, by that Pr 
tence, have even the Trade of their o 
Subjects carried on by neutral Ships, and uf 
the Name of Foreigners, without its bein 
in our Power, by the Law of Nations, Mi 
prevent it, except with regard to contrabanll 
Goods, under which I mutt particularly tak 
notice, that Gold and Silver is not compr-W 
hended, nor any Thing that belongs to th 
ſuſtaining] and nouriſhing of Life, unleſs thM 
Ships be bound to a Town or Place beſieged 
blocked up, or ſurrounded. 
This, I believe, will be done, in caſe th 
War between us and Spain ſhould laſt fort 
ny Time, and we, per ſuaded by Frend 
Counjels, or frightned by French Menace 
from carrying it on by any other Method 
than that of Reprz/als alone. I believe the 
Spaniards will open the Trade to America, 
and in that caſe Spain may and will carr) 
on the War with us as long we pleaſe, be- 
cauſe we muſt either give up entirely our 
Trade, or at leaſt our mercantile Navige 
tion, 
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tion, or otherwiſe they will be every Year 
taking ſomething from us, and we can take 
nothing from them. This ſhews the Ridicu- 
louſneſs of carrying on the War in that Me- 
thod, which our French Agents firſt adviſed 
us to, and to which alone the French, by 
their Squadrons, ſeem now reſolved to confine 
our future Hoſtilities againſt Sparn. 

' Having our Eyes thus opened, as I have 
ſaid, by a French Blunder, or at leaſt by their 
imagining that #hezr Agents here would have 
been able to have prevented our declaring 
War, and at the ſame Time to have prevail- 
ed with us not to viſit any foreign Ship bound 
to or from Spain; and the War being de- 
clared by us in Form, and with great So- 
lemnity, every one expected, that we ſhould 
have done as Queen Elizabeth and Cronnoell 


dad, that we ſhould have immediately ſent 


a powerful Squadron to the Weft-Inates, with 
8 or 10000 of our oldeſt and beſt Troops on 
board, in order to have conquer'd and kept 
Poſſeſſion of ſome of the Spaniſh Settlements 
in that Part of the .World, at leaft till we 
had obtained full Satisfaction for paſt Inju- 
ries, and efeftual Security againſt future. 
Such an Expedition ought, indeed, to have 
been ſent out two or three Months ſooner, 
in order to have had the whole Winter be- 
fore them, which is the beſt Seaſon for 
Action in that hot Country: But as we had 


been, by the Advice of French Agents, pre- 
4 vented 


SS 
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vented from beginning the War in this 
Manner, when we did declare War, we 
ought to have ſent out ſuch an Expedition 
as ſoon after as poſſible ; we ought to have 
been preparing for it before hand ; and as we 
had Troops enough on foot, Men of War 


enough in Commiſſion, and incredible Num. 
bers of Merchant Ships lying idle in the R- 
ver, we could neither want Troops, nor 
Ships ; and no Country in the World can ſa 
quickly victual a Fleet as we can, if our Go- 
vernment act with any Foreſight or Alacri- 
ty. If the Fleet deſigned for ſuch an Expe- 
dition had failed in November, it would have 
been in the Veſt-Indies time enough to have 
ſtript the Spaniards of ſome of their molt 
valuable Poſſeſſions, before the extreme hot 
Seaſon came on ; and the Northern Parts of 
Mexico we may attack, our Troops may 
there keep the Field at any Time of the 
Year, if it does not happen to be a very hot 
Seaſon. | s 

But inſtead of this, we were amuſed and 
terrified by our French Agents here, with an 
Invaſion, tho' we were never more united 
amongſt ourſelves, and tho' no Power on 
Earth had at that Time a Fleet, nor could 
in fix Months time prepare a Fleet ſufficient 
for making a dangerous Invaſion upon this 
Nation: And by theſe Terrors we were 
made to think of nothing but how to defend 


ourſelves, when our chief Thoughts ought 
to 


(39) 
have been, how to offend the Enemy, in or- 
der to obtain ſome ſignal Advantage over 
them, before they could provide for theit 
own Defence, or obtain any Aſſiſtance from 
their Friends the French. At laſt the Spirit 
of the Nation grew violent for attacking the 
Enemy in the Weſt-Indies; and in order to 
allay, or at leaſt to amuſe this Spirit, an Ex- 
pedition was reſolved on, and Preparations 
begun to be made for it : But how were they 
made? in the moſt public and a very tedious 
Manner ; whereas they ought certainly to 
have been made in the moſt ſecret and expe- 
ditious Manner that was poſſible; and inſtead 
of making the Rendezvous at Cork in Ire. 
land, which is the moſt proper Port we have 
for that Purpoſe, the Rendezvous was ap- 
pointed, and the Soldiers put on board, at 
the Iſle of Wigbt, where were almoſt 
ſure of being detained by weſterly Winds, 
which generally blow at that Seaſon, which 
is the moſt proper for ſailing upon fuch an 
Expedition ; and accordingly the Fleet was 
there detained for ſeveral Months, tho' ſome 
People are of Opinion that, if they had been 
at firſt fully provided, they might have 
_ at leaſt #209 Months ſooner than they 

id. 

I know ſome Objections may be made 
againſt appointing the Rendezvous of our 
Fleet at Cork in Ireland. It may be faid, 
that the Tranſports and Men of War muſt 


have 
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have all failed ry from the Downs: or 
Portſmouth, and therefore might have been 
detained there by contrary. Winds as long as 
the whole Fleet was; but there was no Ne- 
ceſſity for ſending our Men of War and 
Tranſports thither all at once, they ought to 
have been ſent thither in ſmall Numbers, a 
Man of War and two or three Tranſports at 
a Time, for Secrecy as well as Conveniency; 
and a Man of War with two or three Mer- 
chant Ships well manned, may, by tack- 
ing, eaſily turn down the Channel even a- 
gainſt the Wind, unleſs it blows very hard, 
which a large Squadron and a numerous Fleet 
of Tranſports cannot eaſily do. | 
In the next place it may be ſaid, that we 
could not have victualled our Fleet at Cork; 
but might not a great part of the Victual. 
ing have been ſent from hence, and the reſt 
eaſily found there? I ſhall grant, that the 
Triſh Beef is not ſo good as the beſt Engliſb, 
nor will it keep ſo long; but it is, I believe, 
as good as moſt of the Engliſb Beef provided 
for this Expedition; and every one knows, 
it is good enough, and will keep long e- 
nough for a We/i-India Voyage, eſpecially 
when Proviſions are to be laid in for-the oute 
ward bound Voyage only. 
Laſtly, It may be ſaid, that it wauld 

have been troubleſom, expenſive. and dan- 
gerous, to have tran ſported the Land Forces 


from Britain to Cork ; but what Neceſſity 
was 
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as there for bringing any Regiments from 
land at firſt. If we had kept all the Re- 
ments in Jreland that were there when 
Wc firſt began to prepare for War, or ra- 
er for that pew Sort of War galled Nepri- 
, and had ordered tue or three of our 
u Regiments, moſt prepoſteroutly called 
arines, to be raiſed in Jreland, or ſent 
Wither as ſoon as raiſed here, we might 
Wc ſpared Land Forces enough from 1re- 
, to have been ſent upon this Expedition; 
Wd if an Attack upon the Enemy be really 
Weligned, I am ſure, ſome of the old Regi- 
Wcnts we had in Ireland would have been 
Wore fit for the Service than new and un- 
Wiciplin'd Troops. 
The chief Argument made uſe of for theſe 
Nenty Years, in favour of a numerous Stand- 
WW: Army, has been, That new-rais'd 
roops are not fit for immediate Service; 
d now thoſe who have been fo long mak- 
g uſc of this Argument, have made the beſt 
d ſtrongeſt Anſwer that was ever made to 
W; for now that we have Occaſion for im- 
ediate Service, the only Troops they have 
nt upon that Service are our new-raiſed 
roops. As I muſt from thence conclude, 
it they have changed their Way of Think- 
g, I hope, when this War is at an End, if 
xy can ever bring it to am Bod, they will 
wand every Regiment in the Service; al- 
the Soldiers to retum to Labour, in 
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«cers, at leaſt ſuch of them as cannot ot 


which means they will be fully as uv 
and much leſs expenſive, to their Coumi 
than they can otherwiſe be in Time 

Peace. 


that by the Influence of French Agents, 
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dere at Home. When he failed from he : 


which they may be uſeful, and no way g 
penſive to their Country; and keep the; 


wiſe ſupport themſelves, upon Half Pay, 


Thus, 2 I have made it appe 


have been hitherto prevented from doing 
real Injury to Spain; for what our brave 8 
miral Vernon has done, I am convinced, 8 
not proceed from any Reſolutions tak 


we had not come to a Reſolution to dec 
War; we had reſolved only to begin} 
priſals; and therefore I am convinced, thi 
Admiral had no expreſs Inſtructions toi 
tack the Spaniards, who were not then lu 
mally declared our Enemies, at Land; 
as he had Orders, as our public Orders for 
priſals authoriſed him to Line the Goods as 
as Ships of the King and Subjects of Spat 
he had a Power to attack them wherever | 
thought proper; and luckily for the Hon 
of this Nation, he put that Senſe upon i 
Orders which our Injuries required, tho 
was not That the French Agents delignt 
Nay even after we had declared War, B 
Orders were ſent him to attack the Enem 
at Land; for if I can depend upon the 
for mati 
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mation I have had from Gentlemen that 
me from Jamaica in May laſt, which was 
eer he had taken and deſtroyed Fort-Chagre, 
had not then received any freſh Orders or 
ſtructions from the Time of our declaring 
ar to that very Day ; and indeed, I am apt 
believe it; for he was not then, nor is he 
Wt, provided with a Force that was thought 
= ficient for attacking the Spaniards at Land, 
M$ thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it was to ſend him 
ech Orders, if we may judge of their Opi- 
Won from what they have themſelves declared 
on a very Solemn Occaſion ; ſo that it 
ST ould have been moſt unwiſe in them, to 
ad him Orders to do what they themſelves 
ougght they had not enabled him to do; and 
Wer attacking the Speniards at Sea, the Or- 
es he carried along with him were ſufficient. 
But the Veſt-Indies was not the only Place 
here we might have hurt the Spantards. 
ho it was not our Buſineſs to have attempted 
o make any Conqueſts in Europe, yet ſurely 
order to diſtreſs them, and prevent their 
nterrupting our Trade, or ſending any Sup- 
ply of Troops to the Weft-Indies, it was our 
buſineſs to have made frequent Incurſions 
pon the Coaſts of Spain, and to have burnt 
heir Ships of all forts in their Harbours, 
herever we could at any Riſk have come at 
hem. For this purpoſe, our Squadron in 
hoſe Seas ought to have had 5 or 6000 of' 
bur beſt Troops along with it, and a conſi- 
E 2 derable 
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. derable Number of Bomb-Vefſels and Fi 
Ships. With this ſmall Number of Tray 
we might have done them infinite Prejudk 
becauſe it is impoſſible” for them to h 
5 or 6000 regular Troops at every Place wha 
an Enemy may land; and as we were Ms 
ſters at Sea, and as a Squadron may fail mud 
faſter than a Body of 'Troops can match, 
Troops, as ſoon as any large Body of the} 
nemy's Troops were approaching, might ha 

re- imbark d with their Booty, and might hay 

failed to make an Incurſion, perhaps upii 
that very Place from whence the ' Enemy! 
Troops had marched to attack them. Thy 
we might have plundered the Country, a 
haraſſed their Troops,” in ſuch a Mannet4 
might probably have produced a Mutiny, cot 
ſidering the wretched Condition their Troop 
are at preſent” reduced to by their want d 
Pay, and by the Dearneſs and Scarcity of Pro 
viſions in that rly Country. 

In this RW oo might have diſtreſ 
their Country; and with regard to their Ship 
ing, there are hut very few Ports in Sui 
where we might not, by means of Fin. 
fhips and Bomb-Veſſels, have burnt ever) 
Ship and Boat in their Harbour, Even al 
Cadiz itſelf, tho we could not, without 
great Land Force, have taken the Town, yet 
inſtead. of blocking up their Squadron that 
was there at the Beginning of the War, if ou 
Squadron had been properly * 
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and properly inſtructed, it might have gone 
in within the Punral in ſpite of all their 
Forts, and might have burnt or deſtroyed 


every Ship in that Harbour. And with tre- 


card to the Fortifications and Batteries they 
have been of late Years itted to raiſe a- 
gainſt our 1 1 Res: — 3 | 

ight very probably have found an - 
— to * them. Nay, I am ſurpriz d, 
the Garriſon itſelf has not done it, if it be 
true that theſe Fortifications and Batteries 
have, ſometimes ſince the War begun, had 
not above two Regiments to defend them. 
' Theſe Things we might have done, or at 
leaſt attempted ; and theſe Things we had the 
more Reaſon to do, becauſe we knew that 
France was preparing to affiſt the Spaniards, 
or preſeribe — 2 | Therefore, to force 
Spain to a Peace, or to weaken them as much 
as poſſible, and eſpecially to deſtroy their Men 
of War before France could come to their 
Aſſiſtance, we ſhould have begun and carried 
on the War in the moſt vigorous and active 
Manner. But our French Agents perſuaded 
us we were in Danger at Home, and this has 
I am affraid, made us carry on the War in 
languid and dilatory Manner Abroad. 

I am ſenſible it will be faid, that apower- 
ful Squadron was prepared, and intended to 
ſail upon a glorious Expedition againſt Oliã 
Spain itſelf, but was prevented by contrary 
Winds, Tam ſorry that Squadron met rs 

I uc 
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ſuch a Diſappointment ; but I muſt obſerve, 
that moſt People are of Opinion, this Squa- 
dron might have been ready to fail much more 
early in the Seaſon, and before the Winds be- 
gan to ſet in againſt it; and I muſt farther 
obſerve, that it was very extraordinary to 
order ſuch a Squadron to fail as Convoy to a 
large Fleet of Merchant Ships ; for moſt Sea- 
men are of Opinion, that this Squadron, if 
not retarded by ſomething not yet heard of, 
might have got out of the Channel, and 
might have proceeded on its intended Voyage, 
if it had not been oblig'd to fail as Convoy to 
a great number of Merchant Ships. One 
Thing 1s certain, that ſeveral of the Mer- 
chant Ships, that failed from Torbay with this 
Squadron, -did proceed upon their Voyage, 
and notwithſtanding the contrary Winds got 
fafe to Liſbon, and to ſome of the Ports in 
the Mediterranean. Therefore I muſt ſup- 
poſe, that the Backwardneſs in fitting out 
this Squadron, and the Orders given to it for 
failing as Convoy to a large Fleet of Merchant 
Ships, likewiſe proceeded from ſome ſort of 
French Influence; becauſe the French were 
not ready in the Beginning of the Seaſon, to 
ſend out a ſufficient Squadron for oppoſing its 
Deſigns. - | 

Having thus ſhewn the Succeſs of our 
French Agents in preventing our hurting the 
Enemy : I ſhall now endeavour to point out 
their Succeſs in perſuading us to begin and 


carry 


A. Gs 
carry on the War, in that manner which moſt 
expoſed and injured our own Trade. As in 
Time of Peace, none of our Seamen can get 
Imployment but ſuch as are employ'd in the 
Merchant Service, or on board the few 
Guard-Ships kept in Commiſſion, all the reſt 
that have been bred Seamen in time of War, 
muſt either go Abroad, or betake themſelves 
to ſome other Imployment; and in a few 
Years, this ſupernumerary Number, either 
by Death, or by being well ſettled in ſome 
* eaſy and profitable Buſineſs at Land, become 
quite extinct, without any Supply; ſo that 
after a few Years Peace we can never have a 
greater number of Seamen, than 1s barely 
ſufficient for carrying on our Trade, and 
therefore, at the beginning of every War, we 
muſt be in great Diſtreſs, and muſt draw the 
Seamen away from our Trade. This is an 
Inconvenience we muſt labour under at the 

inning of every War: It is ridiculous to 
think of preventing it by a Regiſter alone, or 
any ſuch Quack Method. There is no way 
of preventing it, but by keeping 20 of 
39,000 experienc'd Seamen always in Pay, 
and taking care that they ſhall every now and 
then, and by turns, goa Voyage in the Mer- 
chant Service, when the publick Service has 
no Occaſion for them, in order to keep them 
expert in their Buſineſs. This could not but 
have been foreſeen by thoſe who conſider the 
Situation, the natural Strength, and the true 
Intereſt 
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Intereſt of this Kingdom,; but inſtead of 
keeping a greater Number of Seamen in Pay 
than we bad Occaſion for in time of Peace, 
we have for theſe twenty Years been adviſe 
to keep a great and dangerous Number of 
Land Forces in continual Pay, and entirely 
to neglect the Diſcipline of aur Militia; tho 
every one knows, that the natural Strength 
of this Nation, as long as we preſerve our Li. 
berties, muſt always conſiſt in the Number of 
our 8eamen and Ships of War, and the gogd 
Diſcipline of our Militia 

By this Management we were at the Be. 
ginning ofthis War under a Neceflity of dray- 
ing the Seamen away from our Trade, or of 
unploying a great number of Landmen an 
board our Ships of War. One of theſe two 
Methods we were oblig'd to chuſe ; but then 
from the Nature of the War, from the Cir. 
cumſtances of the Enemy we had to deal 
with, we had this Advantage, that we might 
without Danger have choſen the latter. Spain 
was an Enemy that could not cope with us at 
Sea, and France could not declare againſt | 
us without having ſome time, a Year atleaſt, 
to repair and augment their Navy. We could 
therefore be under no Apprehenfions of being 
engaged in any dangerous Sea-Fight, for one 
Twelve month at leaſt. For this Reaſon, we 
had no Occaſion for any greater Number of 
expert Seamen on board any of our Ships of 
War, than was barely ſufficient for nav 
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ig and working the Ship, which is never 
nove:One fourth of her Complement. The 
ſt might have been filled up by able bodied 
andmen; and if we had given proper En- 

gement to Landmen to enter, and had 
cepted of all the able bodied Vagrants that 
ight and would have been ſent in from the 
eral Counties in this Kingdom and in Fre- 
nd, conſidering that we had during the pre- 
ding Year atleaſt 12,000 Seamen in the 
ublick Service, I dare' be bold to fay, we 
ight have fitted out more War Ships and 
oops than we did, without drawing a Man 
ay from the Merchant, Fiſhing, or Coaſt- 
g Service; or at leaſt we might have done 
, without any Preſſing or Embargo. © 
This was the Method we ought to have 
ken for Manning our Navy, in order to 
repare for the preſent War, and this Method 
e ought the rather to have choſen, becauſe 
e had great Reaſon to ſuſpect, that France 
ould declare againſt us, in caſe we ſhould 
ot be able to force the Spaniards to a Peace, 
fore the French could venture to declare 
ublickly in their favour. If we had taken this 
ethod, moſt- of the Landmen employed in 
he Sea Service would have become expert Sea- 
nen before France could repair and augment 
ter Navy; and if France had at laſt ventured 
o declare againſt us, or preſcribe: openly to 
„ as ſhe now does, we could then have ta- 

a a freſh Number of Landmen on 9 
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and might have thereby ſo increaſed our M 
val Force, as to leave no room for our h 
ing any Thing to apprehend from the inſi 
ing Menaces, or open Violence of f 
French. But as this Management we 
have been directly contrary. to all the Vir 
France could have againſt our Trade a 
Naval Force, her Agents here took Cate 
adviſe us to take all the Methods they cc 
think of for diſtreſſing our Trade by PN 
ing, Embargoes, and drawing all the Seam 
away from the Merchant, Fiſhing, u 
Coaſting Service; and ſuch Care did tig 
take to prevent our endeavouring to incmi 
the Number of our Seamen, by taking Lan 
men into the Service, that no Reward 
offered for Landmen to engage; nor woll 
the Regulating Captains, for the moſt p 
accept of any but expert Sepamen. 
Thus our Trade was diſtreſſed as much: 
we could by ourſelves, and now I ſhall ſhe 
how it was left to be diſtreſſed by the E 
my. It is certain we had nothing to fea 
from Spain but their fitting out Privatee 
to intercept and ſeize our Merchant Ship 
and from hence we had more to fear at ib 
Beginning of the War, before our Merchail 
Ships could be appriſed of the Ruptus 
than at any future Time; therefore, befoſ 
we publiſhed Repri/als, or began open Ho 
ſtilities, we ought to have prepared, ant 
ought to have had the Coaſts © x Spain i 
| ICT mol 
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oft ſurrounded, or at leaſt all the Ports 
om whence they could have fitted out Pri- 
ters, blocked up, by ib and fixth Rate 
en of War and armed Sloops. But this 
rould have been contrary to the two prin- 
ipal Views of France. It would have pre- 
ented our Trade's being diſtreſſed, which is 
heir View in all the peaceable and warlike 
oſtilities they have prevailed with Spain to 
ommit againſt this Nation; and, it would 
ave prevented the Subjects of Spain from 
getting aw | Thing by the War; the Conſe- 
huence of which would probably have been, 
hat when they found themſelves daily ſuffer- 
ng, without ſeeing or hearing of any Advan- 
age, it would have raiſed ſuch a general Diſcon- 
ent among the People, as would have forced 
he Court of Spain, notwithſtanding its ab- 
ſolute Power, to accept of reaſonable Terms, 
defore it was convenient for the Court of 
France to declare openly in their Favour. 
Therefore, our French Agents took care 
that no new War Sloops or Twenty Gun 
Ships ſhould be built, nor any other Prepa- 
rations made by us, for protecting our Trade 
againſt Spaniſh Privateers, before the Repri- 
ſal were publiſhed : . Nay even the fifth 
and ſixth Rates and War Sloops belonging 
to his Majeſty's Navy, were not all fitted 
out for Service; and what Care has ſince 
been taken to have proper Cruiſers, either 
upon our own Coaſts, or the Coaſts of 
Hain, or to provide our Merchant Ships with 
G 2 Con- 
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Convoys as ſoon as wanted, I ſhall lea 
the Conſideration of thoſe whoſe Duty it 
r 
Thus by French Influence, or French 4 
tifice, I think, I have ſhewn, that we han 
been prevented from hurting the Enemy 
and prevailed on to begin and carry on ti 
War in a Manner which has greatly expe 
ed and interrupted our Trade, and. at t 
lame Time prevented any great Increaſe 
our Number of Seamen. In the men 
time the French were openly repairing an 
. augmenting their Navy as faſt as they coul 
and it ſeems, or at leaſt as they pretend, i 
ſultingly declaring, that if we atterapte 
to carry on the War in that Manner in whud 
alone we could put a ſpeedy or honourabk 
End to it, or in any Manner other tha 
that in which we muſt always be certain 
Loſers as long we have any foreign Traded 
mercantile Navigation left; nay as long a 
we have any Trade or mercantile Navigation 
from one Part of our Dominions to another: 
In either of theſe Caſes, I fay, they declared 
it ſeems, that they would interfere in the 
War; and being encouraged by our having 
ſo long carried on the. War, with ſo, little 
Effect, againſt ain alone, and by the lite 
Care we had taken to increaſe the Number 
of our Seamen, they at laſt ordered thei 
Squadrons to fail to the Yeſt-Indtes, and by 
means of ſome of their Tools here, Ines 
| t 
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told us in the moſt inſulting Manner, nay 
publiſhed it, as I have mentioned, in one of 
our Gazetteers, that they had ordered their 
Squadrons to fail, in order to give à Check to 
our Armaments or Defigns againſt Spain in 
the Weſt-Indies. Es 
Moſt infulting Declaration! Could any 
Britiſh Miniſter hear it without Reſentment ? 
Could any one but a Tool of France, or the 
Tool of a Tool of France, publiſh it, with 
all the Reaſons for juſtifying it, iin one of 
our own News Papers, and that without the 
leaſt Remark or Reflection? Such a Me- 
thod of Publication ſeems to inſinuate, as if 
the Publiſher approved of thoſe Reaſons; but 
whatever Effect thoſe Reaſons might have 
upon the Publiſber, or the Patron of this Paper, 
I hope they will have a good Effect upon the 
Nation, and make us reſolve to remove far from 
our Councils, every Man that ſeems to be (if 
there be any ſuch) under any Sort of French 
Influence, or under any Sort of Dependance 
upon France. I ſhall not ſay, that we ought 
to have declared War againſt France as ſoon 
as ſhe made any ſuch Declaration to us; but 
ſuch a Declaration ought to have induced usto 
make the beſt uſe of our Time againſt Spain, 
in order to have weakened her, and ſtrength- 
ened ourſelves, as much as poſſible, before 
France could come to her Aſſiſtance; and 
now that France has openly declared her In- 
tentions, inſtead of being frightned, we ought 
to 
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to act with the more Vigour and Alacrity, 


and fend immediately ſuch a Naval Force, 


and ſuch a Number of good Troops, to the 
Weſt-Indies, as may be able to carry our 
Deſigns into Execution, in ſpite of all that 
both France and Spain can do to oppoſe them. 

But this, I am convinced, will not be 
done, as long as the Friends or Agents of 
France can prevent it. It is not yet the 
Buſineſs of France to declare openly and di- 
rectly againſt us, It is ſtill her Buſineſs to 
1 the War, and for that End to 

ighten us from doing any Thing that may 
bring it to a ſpeedy Concluſion; or other. 
wiſe to frighten us into a diſto jourable and 
ruinous Peace ; and-as ſhe ſtill hopes to have 
the ſame Influence upon our Meaſures that 
ſhe ſeems to have had for almoſt theſe 
twenty Years paſt, this, I believe, is the 
true Intention of her ſending her Squa- 
drons to the Meſt- Indies. She thereby in- 
tends no more than to furniſh her Agents 
here with Arguments for frightning us into 
her Views. If they ſhould ſucceed, I ſhall 
expect no vigorous or offenſive Meaſures, 
Our intended Expedition may, I believe, 
proceed to the Weſt-Indies; becauſe, like 
many former Expeditions or expenſive Pre- 

rations, it will ſerve for a Parliamentary 
Amuſement. It will be a moſt excellent Ex- 
pedient for carrying us through next Seſſion 


of Parliament ; and like our laſt Prepara- 
tions 
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tions againſt France and Spain when. they 
attacked the Emperor, it may be of great uſe 
at our next General Elections for a new/Par- 
lament.” But if we be under French Infu- 
ence, J am ſure no real and hearty Attack 
will be made upon any of the Spaniſb Do- 
minions in America; and when the General 
Elections are over, our Fleet, or a great 
part of it, may probably return, and the 
War will be continued as it has hitherto 
been, by Way of Reprijals only, or a new 
Convention clapt up, perhaps worſe than * 
laſt we concluded with Si 


Far be it from me to endeavour to pole 9 


out where theſe French Agents lie concealed, 
or how they exert their dark and baneful 
Influence; but that our Meaſures for near 
theſe 7wwenty Years paſt have been, and are 
ſtill under ſome ſuch Influence appears evi- 
dent, I think, from its Effects. I have 
mentioned but ſome of the principal of them ; 
but I could mention a great many more; and 
if it be true, as I have heard, that when a 
certain Perſon was once in Danger of being 
removed, the French Miniſter declared, that 
if he ſhould be removed, the Prime Miniſter 
of France could no longer anſwer for pre- 
ſerving the Peace between the two Nations : 
If this, I fay, be true, we may gueſs 
how theſe Agents / exert their Influence, 
tho' it may be abſolutely impoſſible to 
come at any legal Proofs; but in Parlia- 

ment 
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ment, we known” that Proofs may be convin» 
„ . ee 
convicting.· 90 
Whatever may be the Cauſe, {it i is certain 
that this Nation i is at-preſent-in the moſt un 
lucky Circumſtarices, and the Liberties of 
Europe in the moſt extreme Danger. 'The 
preſent cloſe Union between France ant 
Spain; the Diſſolution of the ancient Cons 
between the Houſe of Auſtrig, 
Britain, and Holland; and the unexpected 
Death of the Em ror, have really ret 
dered the Affairs of Europe almoſt irretrien 
able, and have, I am afraid, put it in the 
Power of France to raiſe whom ſhe will t 
the Inperial Dignity, and upon what Con- 
ditions ſhe may pleaſe to preſcribe. Nothing 
but a popular, a wife, and a vigorous Ad- 
miniſtration in this Kingdom can prevent it. 
This it is in the Power of next Seſſion of 
Parliament to eſtabliſh, but for any future 
Seflion it will be too late; and therefore, ] 
hope, every Gentleman that wiſhes well to 
the Liberties of his own Country, or the 
Liberties of Europe; every Gentleman that 
abhors being a Slave to France, will in this 
enſuing Seſſion of Parliament, lay aſide all 
ſelfiſn Conſiderations, and reſolve to agree 
to. eyery Method that may be proper for ob- 
viating the Danger to which 'this N ation, 


+ A notable Dilindtion made uſe of by an Hon, Perjon in «la 
hae Proſecution. © 1 
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ith. the reſt of Europe, lies at preſent eX- 
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If any of our late Meaſures have been di- 
&ed by French Councils ; if we have been 
Iviſed by. any Perſon under the Influence 
French Artifice, or under a Dependance 
don French Power, we now ſmart for it, 
urope ſmarts for it; but, I hope, it will be 
Warning to us, to take the proper Method 
r preventing the like in future Times, 
hich can only be done by taking care,” that 
d future Parliament ſhall be under any Sort 
corrupt Dependance upon the Crown, or 
y of the Favourites of the Crown. We 
we had 4 King entirely governed by a 
mh Miniſter ; and another very much go- 
rned by a French Miſtreſs. By the former 
e loſt the great Sir Walter Ranwlergh ; and 
e Palatinate was loſt to its natural Prince, 
d to the Proteſtant Religion: By the latter 
e had a ruinous War with the Dutch, 
d very much contributed to that French 
randeur, which afterwards coft us ſo much 
ood and Treaſure to reduce, We ma 
reafter have a King entirely governed by 
e ſole Miniſter, and that ſole Minifler a 
enſioner, a Tool, ora Dupe of France. If 
ſhould be in the Power of that ſole Miniſter, 
y means of the Places and Penſions he has 
) beſtow, to have both Houſes of Parlia- 
ent always under a corrupt Dependance 


don him, the Intereſt of this Nation would 
H | be 
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be daily ſacrificed to the Intereſt of Fr, 
Of this the whole Nation, except thoſe 
depend upon the Miniſter, might be 
ſenſible, and yet during the Joint-Liyg 
that King and that Miniſter, there coul 
no legal Redreſs: Whereas an indepeng 
Parliament would immediately, and i 
legal Way, rid the King of ſuch a tres 
rous Miniſter, and the People of ſud 
weak and mercenary Adminiſtration. 

I know, one of the mercenary W 
ers againſt the Place Bill has wiſcly | 
That our Members of Parliament ouph 
be under a Dependance upon Minilſten 
the Places they poſſeſs or expect, in orde 
prevent their falling under a corrupt Dep 
dance upon France. To ſuppoſe that Fn 
could ever get any conſiderable corrupt! 
fluence over our Parliaments, any other 
than by firſt corrupting our Miniſters, » 
Imagination that can never proceed i 
any Thing but a wrong Head or falſe Ha 
It is an Attempt the Court of France kn 
to be impracticable and impoſſible; f 
this Influence can be got by nothing! 
ready Money ; and, as a ſufficient Sum, 
1 to the value each Man puts ul 
is Honour, muſt be given not only to et 
Member of Parliament, but to every ind 
dual Ele&or, ſo far at leaſt as to fom 
Majority of each, it would be impoli 
| ell 
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n for the Crown of France to ſpare ſuch 
zum as would be ſufficient for this Pur- 
e. But if any one of our Miniſters 
huld get the ſole and entire Guidance of 
King, and thereby the Diſpoſal of all 
public Money, and of all the Penſions, 
ſts, and Offices, which the Crown has in 
Power to beſtow, the yearly Revenue 
| Profits of which, in the whole, I could 
w to be above fix Millions Sterling, ſuch 
Miniſter by means of theſe Penſions, 
ſts, and Offices, might get a corrupt In- 
ence not only over a Majority in each 
duſe of Parliament, but over a Majority 
moſt of the Elections in the Kingdom; 
d if this ſhould ever come to be our Caſe, 
> Court of France might, and certainly 
puld endeavour to gain that Miniſter, 
er by a large Sum of Money, or by pro- 
iſing him their Protection, in caſe he 
ould by any Turn of Fortune be in Danger 
meeting with that Fate, which, thank 
od, moſt ſole and prime Miniſters have 
therto met with in this Kingdom. And 
the Crown of France ſhould by cither of 
ele means gain a corrupt Influence over 
at Miniſter, the Penſions, Poſt:, and Offi- 
$ he had in his Power to beſtow, would 
brought in Aid of the French Influence 
don him, and then our King, our Admini- 
ration, and our Parliament might be pro- 
ly ſaid to be under a corrupt Dependance 
3 H 2 upon 


upon the Crown of France. This is aÞ, 
ger we ought to guard againſt, and it cu 
guarded againſt no other way but by 


ſerving the F reedom and Independence 


our Parliaments. . 6 
To pretend that our Parliaments wete 
der a corrupt Influence from France duy 


all King William's Reign, is a moſt ridy 


lous Chimera. The Reverend Prelate wh 
this Author quotes as his Authority, wasq 
tainly miſtaken, when he ſuppoſed the 
lament mentioned by him * to be bribe 
France. If we confider the Circumftay 
and Tranſactions of Europe from the Cond 
ſion of the Treaty of Ry/wick, to the Ti 
this Seſſion of Parliament began, we mul 
low, that both the Partition Treaties mt 
Snares laid for King William by the Arti 
of France. Theſe Snares he unluckily k 
into, not by the Advice of his Parliame 
nor even by the Advice of his Privy Count 
but by the Advice of a few Favourites, ori 
ther of one Favourite Miniſter; and theteſi 
if any extraordinary Sums came at that Ti 
over from France, we may moſt reaſonal 
ſappoſe, they were the Price paid by Fra 
to our Miniſters or Miniſter, for the wra 
Advice they gave to their Sovereign; andti 
thoſe Miniſters, or this Miniſter, was cul 
ning enough not to bring it over at the it 
time it was paid, leſt it ſhould have occafid 


* Burnet's Hiſtory, Vol. II. P- 25 7 
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ed a Suſpicion againſt him. But ſuppoſe, 
that thee extraordinary Remittances: were 
actually made with a deſign to attempt brib- 
ing that Parliament, the Behaviour of that 
very Parliament is a Proof upon Record, that 
the French failed in their Attempt; and their 
Failure at that time has convinced them of the 
Ridiculouſneſs of the Attempt; for, I think, 
no Hiſtorian has ſince dreamed of their hav- 
ing made a Second upon our Parliaments, 
whatever they may have done with regard to 
our Miniſters. ER 

We have indeed, great Reaſon to dread 
any extraordinary Remittances from France : 
They are generally ominous to this Nation; 
and I muſt obſerve, that in the Year 1733, 
there were ſuch great Remittances from 
France, that moſt of the French Merchants 
upon Change took Notice of it; but what oc- 
caſioned them muſt be left to time to diſcover: 
I ſhall only take Notice, that towards the End 
of that Year, the War broke out between 
France and the Emperor. 

But whatever may be in the Arguments 
for or againſt excluding effectually moſt Place- 
men, and all Penſioners, from having Seats 
in the Houſe of Commons, it is now become 
neceſſary to paſs ſome ſuch Bills, in order to 
reſtore that Influence and Weight which this 
Nation ought to have upon the Counſels of 
Europe. It is certain that this Nation never 
had much Influence Abroad, but when it was 

> governed 
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governed by a popular Adminiſtration ; ang 
therefore, in 'order to reconcile the Minds of 
the People to our Adminiſtration, it is become 
abſolutely neceſſary to paſs not only the 
Place and Penſion Bills, but ſeveral other 
Bills that are proper for ſecuring our Conſti- 
tution. There is not now a Man in the Na- 
tion, not poſſeſſed of a Penſion or Place un- 
der the Crown, but is perſuaded, that the 
Freedom and Independency of Parliament, 
and conſequently the Liberties and Conſtitu- 
tion of this Kingdom, are in the moſt immi- 
nent Danger. The Place and Penſion Bill 
are look d on by all as the moſt obvious Ex- 
pedients for avoiding this Danger; and it is 
neceſſary to give the People Satisfaction in 
this Point, if we have a mind to preſerve the 
Independency of this Nation, or tho Liberties 
of Europe. The preſent Conjuncture is the 
moſt extraordinary, the moſt critical, and 
the moſt dangerous, this Nation ever faw, 
therefore it is abſolutely neceſſary to have 
Men at the.Helm who have not only great 
Authority at Home, but alſo ſome Character 
Abroad. We muſt make ſome Steps towards 
ſecuring our own Liberties, before we can do 
any Thing for ſecuring, or rather reſtoring 
the Liberties of Europe. 

Thoſe who have diſapproved of theſe Bills. 
Thoſe who have conſtantly approved of all 
our publick Meaſures, are hitherto excuſa- 
ble, and they may ſee, by ſeveral late In- 
ſtances, 
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ſtances, how ready the People are to forgive. 
In Queſtions of a very complex Nature, | 
which all political Queſtions are, the wiſeſt, 
the moſt impartial may be miſtaken; and 
when a Gentleman's private Advantage or 
Emolument is engaged on one Side of the 
Queſtion, as every Gentleman's muſt be who 
has or expects a Place or Penſion from the 
Crown, it is natural for him to judge that 
Side to be right, and to think he judges im- 
partially. He muſt havea very clear Head, as 
well as a very honeſt Heart, who judges one 
Side of any complexed Queſtion to be right, 
when there is an Argument of 10001. or. 
10,0001. a Year upon the other ſide of the 
Queſtion. Of this we muſt now be convin- 
ced from Experience. We now feel the Et- 
fects, Europe feels the Effects of the Influ- 
ence we have been under, and France rejoices 
and triumphs. Can the Nation now approve 
of ſuch Meaſures? Can any one True Briton 
now approve of them? But of all Things it 
would be moſt amazing, ſhould ſuch Mea- 
ſures be now approved of and ſupported by 
any one of that Family which owes its Great- 
neſs to that Glorious Engliſh General, who 
but lately recovered the Liberties of Europe 
from the Jaws of France, and made her Grand 
Monarque tremble upon his Throne. The 
Glory of that Family, or even its Exiſtence, 
is abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Glory of 
France, and therefore its utter Extinction _ 
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mation of French Power, e 
Every Man muſt now be ſenfible, that wwe 
ought to have held a Conduct very difftrent 
from that we have held for theſe 20 Years paſt, 
Every impartial Man muſt be ſenfible, that 
tone of the Treaties or Meaſures, I have mentt: 
oned, could have met with the 1 oft 
Britiſh Parliament abſolutely free from Preju: 
dice as well as Dependance. Vet they were al 
approved of and applauded. Tam far from ſay. 
A ing, that any of thoſe that did ſo then judged 
them to be wrong: No, They imagined at 
| the reſpective Times they gave their Approba: 
* tion, every one of thoſe Treaties and Meaſust 
to be in itſelf wiſe and right: But Experienet 
muſt now convince them of the contrary; 
and from hence they muſt grant, that, as they 
held or expected Places or Penfions under the 
l Crown, they were ' prejudiced in favour of 
7 Thing that was done by the Miniſters 
i ts Crown. Therefore, I hope, they, will 

now join in taking Care, that neither them. 
ſelves, nor any of their Succeſſors in Parlia- 
ment, ſhall ever hereafter be under the like 
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HE French King's Declaration, containing bis 
Reaſons for fitting out the Breſt and Toulon 
Muadrons, and for fortifying Dunkirk ſand Port 
'Orient, having now appeared in Print, I think 
ny ſelf obliged, by Way of Poſtſcript, to make 
few Remarks upon it. 
$. 1. — To make known clearly the Principles 
his Majeſty*s Conduct to this Day, and the End 
he propoſes, In the preceding Sheets I have clear- 
y ſhewn the Principles of French Conduct ever 
nce the Treaty of Utrecht, and the End they 
propoſe. | | 
$. 2, — The opening of the Conferences at Ma- 
rid gave ſome hope of Accommodation; but the 
nforeſeen breaking up of thoſe Conferences gave 
Puſpicion that England was remote from every 
pacific Sentiment, Does not every one know, 
oes it not appear from the Reaſons given by the 
King of Spain himſelf for not paying the 95000 /. 
hat we did not break off the Conferences, nor 
degin any Hoſtilities, till his Catholick Majeſty 
had actually refuſed to pay this 95000 l. ſo 
xpreſsly ſtipulated by the Convention, and had 
kewiſe refuſed to \: hour wc our Right to a 
ter Navigation in the American Seas? Does not 
his ſhew, that it was not England but Spain that 
was remote from every pacific Sentiment? 
$. Ditto.—And the Hoſtilities which the Englifh 
Nation began in America, before the Declaration 
F War could be there known, left no — 
I oult 
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doubt any longer of its Intentions. This re; 
ſeems to have been dictated by thoſe Fr 

Agents here, who adviſed us to begin the Wy 
with the Publication of Repriſals only, and g 
therefore angry with Admiral Vernon for carryin 
Hoſtilities farther than they intended; but wh 
Intentions could theſe Hoſtilities leave no rog 
to doubt of ? The French Court had heard, 1h 
lieve, to their great Mortification, of our det 
ing War in the moſt ſolemn Manner: They k 
an Account of it, long before theſe Hoſtili 
were committed; and an Attack upon ſome Py 
of the Enemy's Dominions, has always hith 
been the Intention of a Declaration of W 
and by the late Example of France it ſelf ought. 
be the immediate Conſequence : The Fr 
therefore, long before they heard of theſe Hol 
lities, could not doubt of our intending to attaq 
the Spaniſh Dominions in America, unleſs 
had Aſſurances from ſome Perſons here, th 
what we ought to do ſhould” not be done; nt 
can they ſay, that theſe Hoſtilities were begun 
America, before the Declaration of War col 
be there known, unleſs they have better In 
gence here than they ought to have; becauſe, 
we acted prudently, we reſolved upon declari 
War long before we did: We probably reſols 
upon declaring War as ſoon as the Spaniſh Min 
ſter departed from hence, which was the 5th( 
September; and who told the French Court, tl 
we did not then ſend Advice to Admiral Vern 
that War would be declared here on the 230( 
October, and at the ſame Time ſend him Ord 
to begin Hoſtilities as ſoon after that Day 
poſſible? If we did, and I am ſure it was wit 
we ought to have done, Admiral Vernon ms 
i 


r 
ave had thoſe Advices and Orders ſome Time 
fore he failed from Jamaica upon his Expedi- 
on againſt Porto Bello. : 
$. 3. — There was room to think, that the 
armth of People's Minds had haſtened its Mea- 
res; that, at the Bottom, it had no other aim 
t to do it ſelf Fuſtice for the pretended Vexalions of 
e Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas; and that after this 
Fermentation, both Parties would reſume the 
ſethods of Negotiation, Here we may ſee the 
partiality of France, This War is not on our 
wrts owing to a juſt Reſentment, but to the 
armth of People's Minds : The Depredations 
d Cruelties of Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas are by 
e French called by the foft Name of Vexations, 
if thoſe Pirates had only given our Ships a 
le Trouble in their Navigation; and even 
ſe Vexations are ſaid only to be pretended, 
o' their Depredations were notorious, and in 
eral Caſes allowed to be unjuſt, even by the 
durt of Spain it ſelf, Therefore the French hope, 
it in order to obtain Juſtice, we will, as ſoon 
the firſt Heat is over, return to the Method 
Negotiation, tho? we have already. negotiated 
twenty Years in vain, I hope to ſee them diſ- 
pointed : I am ſure our Trade will be undone, 
hey are not. | 

F. 4. — It wwas not that France had not on ber 
je Grievances againſt England, Sc. I believe 
will be eaſy to give them an Anſwer, when 
y come to explain theſe Grievances. I am 
e we can balance Accompts with them, if 
y will pleaſe to come to a fair Reckoning. 

ay I Theſe Paragraphs I thought it neceſſary to 
wake particular Remarks upon: As for what 
nia ſay about our intending to make Conqueſts 
ha | "LY and 
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and diſturb the Commerce of all Nations 'in 
'  merica, I have, in the foregoing Sheets, altes 
ſufficiently anſwered it; and as to the Mani 
ven Lord Cathcart, if they mean that why 
Fas been publiſhed, I have given a good Rei 
for thinking it ſpurious therefore I ſhall q 
add ſome 1 upon the gth Paragn 
which relates to the Precautions taken by higm 
_ Chriſtian Majeſty at Port ZOrient and at I 
kirk, Here we may fee a Piece of Frend| 
neſſe, in joining theſe two Places together, a 
they had as good a Right to erect Batterie 
Dunkirk, as they have to erect Batteries at f 
L'Orient. To ſhew that they have no Righ 
erect Batteries or any other Sort of Fortificati 
or to make a Port for any Shipping, at Dunk 
I can take no better Method than giving | 
Readers the gth Article of the Treaty of Peaa 
Utrecht, which was as follows, viz. | 
« The moſt Chriſtian King ſhall take 
that all the Fortifications of the City of [ 
© kirk be razed, that the Harbour be filled: 
© and that the Sluices or Moles which fern 
c cleanſe the Harbour, be levelled, and thi 
the ſaid King's own Expence, within the Sp 
« of five Months after the Conditions of F: 
© are concluded and ſigned; that is to fay, 
« Fortifications towards the Sea, within 
s Space of two Months, and thoſe towards 
Land, together with the ſaid Banks, w 
© three Months; on this expreſs Condition 
© that the ſaid Fortifications, Harbour, Mw: 
© Sluices, be never repaired again. All wl 
© ſhall not however be begun to be ruined, 
« after every Thing is put into his Chril 
« Majeſty's Hands, which is to be given hin 
© ſtead thereof, or as an Equivalent.” 
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And the 4th; Article of the Treaty of All 
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between Great Britain, France, and 
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ly deſirous, that every thing heretofore agreed on 
« with the Crown of France concerning the Town 
« of Dunkirk, may be fully executed, and that no- 
« thing be omitted which the King of Great-Bri- 
tain may think neceſſary for the entire Deſtruc- 
tion of the Port of Dunkirk, and to prevent all 
manner of Suſpicion that there is an Intention to 
« make a new Port at the Canal of Mardyke, and 


* 


Waters which might drown the Country, and 
carrying on the Commerce neceſſary for the 
ſubſiſtence and maintenance of the People of that 
part of the Netherlands, which is only to be 
* carry*d on by ſmall Boats, that are not allow'd 
© to be above 16 foot wide; his moſt Chriſtian 


« every thing to be executed, which the Sieur 
d' Ibherville his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's Envoy 
having full Power for that purpoſe, did agree 
to at Hampton-Court, as is contain'd in a Me- 
morial of the 43th of November, 1716, ſign'd 
by the Sieur © [bberville, and by the Lord Viſ- 


Lay 


, * * ** 


of State for Great Britain, which is as follows. 


An Explanation of what Hund be inſerted in 
the IV th Article of the Treaty concerning 
| the Canal and Sluices of Mardyke | 


1. THA the Great Paſſage of the new Sluice 
of Mardyke, which is 44 Foot wide, ſhall 
be demoliſh'd from top to bottom, that is * 


þ 4 


to put it to ſome other Uſe than draining off the 


© Majeſty doth engage, and promiſe to cavſe 


count Townſhend, and Mr. Metbuen, Secretaries 


77 which was as follows, viz. \ „ 
IV. 


1 


And the moſt Chriſtian King being ſincere - 
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2 _ _ - Soon 
© by taking away its * Bajoyers, Planks “ Bak, 
„ Longerines, and“ Traverſines, from one end 
to the other; and by taking off the Gates, the 
Wood and Iron-work of which ſhall be taken to 
pieces, and all theſe Materials be employ'd elfe. 
where to ſuch Uſes as his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
© ſhall think fit; provided nevertheleſs, that they 
be never made uſe of for any Port, Haven or 
« Sluice at Dunkirk or Mardyke, or in any other 
Place whatſoever, within two Leagues from ei. 
« ther of thoſe two Places: it being the Intention 
of the contracting Parties, and the End they 
« propoſe to themſelves by this Treaty, that no 
« Port, Haven, Fortification, Sluice or Baſin, be 
made or built at Dunkirk, the Sluice of Mar- 
« dyke, or any other Place whatever along the 
Shore, at ſuch Diſtance upon that Coaſt. 

© 2, That the little Sluice ſhall remain as it is at 
= c $69 with reſpect to its Depth, provided the 
'.9 © Breadth thereof be reduc'd to 16 Foot; that is 
"ri « to ſay, by advancing the Bajoyer de la Pille ten 
1 Foot on the Weſtſide, after having taken away 
6 Foot of the Flooring, and the Buſks of the 
«© * Radier all along on the ſame ſide, the remain- 
ing four Foot of Plank or Flooring being ne- 
© ceſſary to ſerve for the Foundation of a new 
« * Bajoyer; and foraſmuch as the ſaid Bajoyer 
£ muſt be advanc'd ten Foot towards the Eaſt-ſide, 
< there ſhall likewiſe be demoliſh'd ten Foot of the 
£ ſame Pile on the Weſt- ſide from the Foundation, 
© to the end that the preſent Radier may never 
< ſerve for a Sluice of 26 Foot broad, as this is at 

« preſent. | 3 
3. The Jettees and Faſcine-Work from the 
5 | © Downs, 
We! . © Theſe are Terms for Beams, c. which cannot be ren- 
_ der'd into Exgliſb. 5 
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Downs, or the Place where the Tide riſes upon 
« the Strand, when *tis High Water, down to 
« loweſt Ebb, ſhall be demoliſh'd on both ſides 
« of the new Canal, and made level with the 
« Shore; and the Stones and Faſcine- Work that 
are above the ſaid Level, may be carry*'d away 
and employ'd to ſuch uſe as his moſt Chriſtian 
« Majeſty ſhall think fit; provided however, that 
« they be never made uſe of for any Port or Ha- 
« ven at Dunkirk, or Mardyke, or any other Place 
« whatſoever, within two Leagues from either of 
« thoſe two Places : the Intention of the Parties 
contracting, and the End they propoſe to them- 
« ſelves by this Treaty being, that no more Jettees 
or Faſcine- Work ſhall ever be made again upon 
« the Shore of this Coaſt, within that diſtance on 
either ſide. | 

4. Tisalſo ſtipulated, that immediately after the 
« Ratification of this preſent Treaty, a ſufficient 
number of Workmen ſhall be employ'd in the 
Demolition of the ſaid Jettees along the new 
Canal, to the end that they may be raz*d, and 
the Work finiſh'd, if poſſible, within two 
Months after the Ratification. But for as much 
as it has been repreſented, that becauſe the Sea- 
* ſon is ſo far advanc'd, they cannot begin to nar- 
row the Radier of the ſmall Paſſage, nor demo- 
* liſh the great Radier till next Spring, it isagreed 


* that this Work ſhall be begun 2 5 and en- 


* tirely perfected if poſſible, in the manner above- 
* mention*d by the end of June, 1717. | 
* 5. The Demolition of the Jettees or Peers on 
* both ſides of the old Canal or Port of Dunkirk, 
hall be entirely finiſh'd and made level with the 
Ground, all the way from the loweſt Ebb, as far 
Las within the Town of Dunkirk; and if there 
3 | hall 
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„ hall remam any 

Ae. — 
© Kid lt ro thi Ground. - 20 kae 2 
Wen this Treaty ſhall W ( 

of /Great-Britain and the Lords the States 
ral ofthe United Provinces may fend Comin 

ners to the Spot, to be n coor of ie 
ecution of this Article. ; = 
We have ſign'd this Article proviſionally 
upon condition that it be approv'd by his 
« Chriſtian Majeſty,. his Britannit ł Majeſty 
- = the Lords the States General of the United 
+: vinces, At Hampton Court the 43th of Sail 
Sign'd by D' 1% era 


By theſe Articles we may ſee, that mY 
-Chriſtian' Majeſty has no Right to make all 
or Fortifications at Dunk; | 0 
ſuffered to mak 

uſe of that Port Rr ſeveral Years: paſt, | 

| by our Cuſtom-houſe Books; "and now "al 
liſhed a Declaration, the very Title of 

is, Reaſuns for fortifying Dunkirk. What 
Miniſters have ſuid to this, what our Parliac 
will ſay to it. muſt be left to Time to diſe 

It is, in my Opinion, paſt Time to ſay, I wal 
it is not paſt Time to do. 9 
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